
  Message from your co-chairs 

Annual Report 

Because of your support, the Women's Fund of Vanderburgh County had another 

successful year, making great strides toward our mission thanks to all our grant 

partners! We are proud to stand with such innovative leaders and the communities 

they serve every single day. Together, we are creating a more equitable and just 

future for families in our community. We are thankful to have an opportunity to look 

back on our accomplishments and share them with you. However, we are mindful 

there is more work to do to create a thriving community for all.  

 As we review the past year and our accomplishments, we cannot help but marvel 

at how far the Women's Fund has come in nine short years. The time has really flown 

and we've passed many milestones we can rightfully be proud of: just a few of the 

recent ones are outlined in this Annual Report. In this report you will read about how 

our grants have impacted the community and those who have made this work 

possible — including our exclusive sponsor St. Mary's Hospital for Women and 

Children. We hope you will take a moment to see what you helped those in our 

community achieve.     

 What began with meetings in our Founder's homes and an initial donation of $500 

has burgeoned into a tremendous network of hundreds of women who came together 

to practice collective philanthropy in our backyard. A unique feature of the Women’s 

Fund is the collective nature of our mission — we are a granting organization rather 

than a service organization. Our funds are pooled so that substantial, meaningful 

sums can be awarded in the form of grants to local non-profits. Each member is 

accorded a voice in the process, regardless of the contribution size.  

 With the help of the Lilly Endowment's GIFT VI Initiative, our endowment 

increased by close to a quarter of a million by the end of 2015 — and you won’t want 

to miss our 2016 annual meeting on November 2 when we’ll share even more exciting 

news! 

 As we end our ninth year, we honor the contributions of hundreds of women (and 

men) who founded and have sustained the Women’s Fund. Our members have 

pooled their funds, increased their knowledge of local needs, and cast their votes for 

worthwhile grants, thereby improving the lives of so many in our community. Your 

generosity is what makes it all possible. Thank you for your commitment to the 

Women’s Fund! 

Denise Johnson 

Michelle Smith 

Women’s Fund of Vanderburgh County | 401 S.E. Sixth Street, Suite 203 | Evansville, Indiana 47713 | 812.422.1245 



t Update on the 
Endowment 
 

Thanks to the support of 

our Women’s Fund 

members, as well as the 

Lilly Endowment’s recent 

matching grant initiative, 

the endowment has 

continued to grow by leaps 

and bounds! At the close 

of 2015, the balance of the 

endowment was just under 

$780,000, an increase of 

nearly a quarter of a million 

dollars in just one year! 

Our members and 

supporters can be excep-

tionally proud of growing 

this significant resource 

from an initial gift of just 

$500 in 2007. Gifts to the 

Women’s Fund endowment 

are never spent but grow 

over time and generate 

proceeds year after year 

that will be granted in 

keeping with the fund’s 

purpose. This year’s 

proceeds were returned to 

the endowment to take 

advantage of Lilly’s dollar-

for-dollar match.  

There were shouts of joy, gasps of 

excitement, and more than a few 

tears when this year’s grant 

recipients were announced at the 

Women’s Fund annual meeting last 

November. The Tropicana was host 

to our event again and set the mood 

beautifully for our “big reveal.” 

 Again this year, three charitable 

organizations sought funding for 

program-related efforts and another 

three sought funds for capital 

projects. Their journey started with a 

thorough vetting process designed 

by the Women’s Fund grants 

committee, whose charge is to take a 

pool of about forty applicant 

organizations down to the six who 

are invited to present their proposals 

to the Women’s Fund membership at 

the dinner. Members then cast their 

votes.  

 This year’s voting was as difficult 

as always, with some members 

holding on to their ballots until the 

last possible moment. After all the 

votes were counted (with our thanks 

to Harding, Shymanski and Company 

for providing their professional 

services), the Program Impact Grant 

was awarded to Youth Resources. 

Their $35,000 award will be used to 

support Teen Court, a restorative 

justice program for first-time juvenile 

offenders. 

 The Project Impact Grant was 

awarded to the Evansville Christian 

Life Center. Their $35,000 award will 

be used for a complete remodel of 

their kitchen, which has had very little 

updating since it was installed in the 

1940's. 

 The remaining finalists — Echo 

Housing, Koch Family Children’s 

Museum, Parenting Time Center, 

and SWIRCA & More — each 

received a gift of $5,000 from the 

Women’s Fund. 

 “Each year we are astounded at 

the enormity of the impact of our 

community’s nonprofit organizations 

and the work they are able to do 

every day while faced with limited 

budgets, funding cuts, and increasing 

need,” said Denise Johnson, who co-

chaired the Women’s Fund this year 

and will continue in that role along 

with Michelle Smith in 2016. “Our 

ability to support their efforts with 

grants totaling $635,000 over the 

past nine years is something that fills 

us with pride and joy — it’s just 

tremendous! 

$90k Awarded at Annual Meeting! 
Members convened to vote on 2015 grant awards 



l 
Where are they now? 
Update on 2013 Grantees Lampion Center and Potter’s Wheel 

“Lampion Center's 9,000-square-foot 

building had seen better days. The 

carpets were worn, the furniture 

broken, the roof leaked, and the 

building overall worked against us, 

rather than for us,” says Jennifer 

Childress, the center’s development 

director. “We were spending an 

enormous amount of time trying to 

prevent ceiling tiles from breaking 

due to water damage, repairing 

broken furniture and trying to soften 

the bad impression that our building 

gave our clients.” 

 The $35,000 grant awarded by 

the Women’s Fund allowed for much-

needed renovations to the Lampion 

Center, an organization well known 

for providing critical therapy services 

to our community’s most vulnerable. 

Over the course of 13 months, a four 

phase renovation took place, fixing 

damaged walls and floors, leaky 

roofs, and replacing old and broken 

furniture. 

 According to Childress, now 

when children walk through the 

building to the office of their 

therapists they gasp with excitement 

that the office is “just so pretty.” She 

says parents and other adults have 

said they now feel more at peace at 

Lampion. 

 Potter’s Wheel — an innercity 

ministry providing various 

programming such as support 

groups, GED classes, parenting 

classes, and a clothing bank — 

launched SING (Stopping 

Incarceration for the Next 

Generation) with a $35,000 impact 

grant from the Women’s Fund. SING 

combines boxing with other 

programming aimed at keeping youth 

engaged and away from the dangers 

of being on the streets. Local charity 

boxing program Guns and Hoses 

trainers, most of whom are fire-

fighters and law enforcement 

professionals, volunteer their time to 

provide kids not only with top-quality 

coaching but also with excellent role 

models. 

 “Results of the program have 

been extremely positive — kids are 

showing more respect and 

cooperation, learning to make 

positive choices, and steering clear 

of decisions leading to poverty, 

substance abuse and incarceration,” 

said Mike Kough, director of the 

Potter’s Wheel. “Without the 

Women’s Fund, there would be no 

SING program.” 

Top: a common therapy space in 
the Lampion Center before (left) 
and after renovations. Below: A 
Guns and Hoses trainer works with 
Potters Wheel kids in the SING 
program. 

Note: grantees are permitted two years to carry out their proposals, which is why we typically opt to report on the status of grants at 
the conclusion of each two-year period. Watch for an update on 2014 grantees in our next annual report. 



A Network of Evansville 
Women 

Suzanne Aiken 
Carla J. Aldrich 
Sherri A. Alley 
Jeanne Amsler 
Brook Arnold 
Beverly Attinger 
Janet Heldt Baas 
Theresa Baggett 
Janice Barrett 
Shirley Becker 
Jean C. Beckman 
Cindi Beeler 
Janet Belisle 
Lori S. Beller 
Sue Bersch 
Jean Blanton 
Leslie K. Blenner 
Karen S. Blesch 
Amy Bolek 
Nancy Bonenberger 
Tonya Borders 
Karen Bosler 
Karla Bowers 
Meagan Brien 
Cindy Brinker 
Tamara Brown 
Jeanie Brubeck 
Glennella Bruce 
Paula Bryant 
Jo Burke 
Sue Calvert 
Amy Canterbury 
Judith W. Carrell 
Susan Caufield 
Elizabeth H. Chandler 
Myrrl Choate 
Helen Christian 
Stephanie J. Clark 
Nell Clay 
Diane Clements-Boyd 
Pam Clippinger 
Allison Comstock 
Angie Richards Cooley 
LaDonne Craig 
Cecilia Crowe 
Charlotte Dahman 
Kristin Dannheiser 
Julie Williams Daugherty 
Jan Davies 
Jennifer Decker 
Tracy DeCosta 
Barbara Ward Dicken 
Rachel Dierlam 
Beth Dietsch 
Nancy Drake 
Kat Draughon 
Sharon Duell 
Jan Eastham 
Holly Edmond 
Monica Edwards 
Karen Ellerbrook 
Carrie Ellspermann 
Catherine M. Engel 
Ann Ennis 
Nancy M. Erwin 
Kathy Ettensohn 
Rita Eykamp 

Cindy Fine 
Pat Jeffers-Fischer 
Shannon Frank 
Cara Franklin 
Neal Franklin 
Angela L. Freel 
Bonnie Reising Funke 
Deborah Gabe 
Brandy Garrett 
Gayle Gerling Pettinga 
Paula Gerling 
Deretha Gill 
Nancy Given 
Debbie Goldman, M.D. 
Susan M. Goodin 
Lori Goris 
Phyllis R. Grimm 
Jane Grizzell 
Theodora Gunnarsdottir 
Jennifer Guzman 
Jingle Igleheart Hagey 
Shelli A. Hancock 
Vicki L. Hanni 
Marcia A. Hard 
Sidney M. Hardgrave 
Molly E. Harris 
Ciavon Hartman 
Keitha J. Harvey 
Glenda J. Hauschild 
Carol Havens 
Roberta Heiman 
Freida Lawrence 
Henneberger 

Jewell Henning 
Heather R. Henson 
Stacy Heuer 
Elissa Hewins 
Pamela Hinkebein 
Tara L. Hirsch 
Chandra Hobson 
Jessica Hoffman 
Tricia Hollander Henning 
Betsy Hopkins 
Pamela F. Hopson 
Vicki L. Hubiak 
Margy Hungate 
Mary A. Hupfer 
Diana L. Hurt 
Diane F. Igleheart 
Lowry Igleheart-Keach 
Rebecca Isley 
Kelly J. Jackson 
Patricia A. Jackson 
Jennifer Jaffee 
Mary James Young 
Denise A. Johnson 
Carolyn Jones 
Lisa B. Jones 
Sharon Kazee 
Barbara Keller 
Chase Kelley 
Kendra Kelsey 
Elizabeth Kemper 
Joan Kempf deJong 
Mary Kennard 
Marcia Kiessling 
Joan Kissel 
Marilyn J. Klenck 
Christina A. Klipsch 

Michele D. Klipsch 
Charlotte A. Kohlman 
Douglass R. Korb 
Kathryn Kornblum Zelle 
Jane Wittmer Kuhn 
Lynn Kyle 
Julie Lamb 
Beth Ann Langlois 
Caron J. Leader 
Karen A. LeMond 
Megan Wanlin Linos 
Donna K. Logan 
Mark Logan 
Julie Lovins 
Lynn Lowe 
Michele N. Malitz 
Julie Mallory 
Carol Markle-Hull 
Ann R. Martin 
Mary Martin 
Barbara McCarty 
Julie McCarty 
Carol McClintock 
Sandra McCully, CPA 
Krista McDonald 
Tracy McEuen 
Anne McLaughlin 
Jan Meeks 
Leanne Metz 
Sara Miller 
Marcia Minton 
Carrie Mogavero 
Lisa Kelsey Moore 
Barbara F. Moorman 
Emily J. Morrison 
Carey E. Morton 
Kathy Grant Murrell 
Michelle Musgrave 
Mary Sue Myers 
Cynthia M. Nicholson 
Kathryn Nix 
Angela Noble 
Patricia Miller Novack 
Missy O'Daniel 
Darla J. Olberding 
Carol L. Owen 
Mary-Beth Owen 
Carol M. Pace 
Mary K. Padgett 
Dianna Page 
Linda J. Palmer 
Karan Pastora 
Sherri D. Patterson
-Mason 

Jennifer A. Payne 
Ann A. Pendley 
Jane A. Perkins 
Candice Perry 
Neely R. Pierce 
Libby Pittman 
Theresa Pompey 
Lu Porter 
Mary Ellen 
Posthauer 

Barbara Price 
Sharon Ray 
Catherine Renner 
Marla J. Rennie 
Sarah Richards 

Jami A. Richardson 
Bonnie Rinks 
Joyse B. Rivers 
Jennifer Roe 
Amy Romain-Barron 
Connie S. Romain 
Jill A. Ross 
Mary Ruthenburg 
Marilyn K. Rutter 
Alvrone Sater 
Susie Schach 
Tammy Schaefer 
Libby Scheessele 
Darby D. Schnakenburg 
Lynda J. Schneider 
Kathy Schoettlin 
Diane Schroeder 
Janet Schultheis 
Kim Schultz 
Julie Schulz 
Martha L. Seal 
Misty Seaton 
Donna Sholtis 
Kathy Simpson 
Katie L. Sims 
Margie Singer 
Cookie Smith 
Michelle Smith 
Marylu P. Sonntag 
Charleen Spear 
Carolyn Stilwell 
Trudy J. Stock 
Anne Stokes 
Kindra Strupp 
Barbara S. Studwell 
Jayne Kroeger Tang 
Helen C. Templeton 
Ann Tornatta 
Nancy S. Traylor 
Niki Traylor 
Barbara J. Trockman 
Mary Trottier-Simmons 
Betty Van Zant 
Kendra Vanzo 
Susan Dayton Vollmer 

Brenda Wallace 
Diana Walters 
Kathryn M. Waters 
Shirley L. Weber 
JoAnn Weber-
Drennen 

Kerrie Weinzapfel 
Jeanne C. Weitzel 
Ann H. White 
Dana L. Whitehead 
(Deceased) 

Jamie L. Wicks 
Diana Wilderman 
Pat Wilson 
Karleen Wink 
Shirley A. Winnecke 
(Deceased) 
Donita Wolf 
Laura Wolf 
Sarah M. Wolf 
Susan J. Wolf 
Traci Woodruff 
Pat Wu 
Tracie P. Young 
Kayce Zeller 
Tracy Zeller 
 
 
 
Advisory Board 
Grants Committee 
 
Despite our best efforts, we 
sometimes fail to recognize 
a supporter. Please accept 
our apologies for any errors 
or omissions. To honor the 
wishes of anonymous 
members, we have not 
included their names here.  

Full Members | Shared Members | Supporters 

Our members are grateful for the support of St. Mary’s.


