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Dear Friends of the Northern Indiana Community Foundation Inc.,

Occasionally, we run across a quote that clarifies something important. Recently, a quote crossed my path 
that puts what Northern Indiana Community (NICF) and its county affiliates do in a broader perspective.

We live in a community and a world in which it is easy to wonder how we can each make a difference when 
things seem impossible and out of control. The writer George Kirstein perhaps expresses it best: “Apart from 
the ballot box, philanthropy presents the one opportunity the individual has to express his meaningful choice 
over the direction in which our society will progress.” This, at its core, is what NICF does: helping local 
organizations and programs create the kind of community that nurtures and sustains its citizens.

NICF continues proudly in the footsteps of a few far-sighted people who founded the organization in 1993. 
The dream of our founding board members was to create a solid philanthropic institution that would 
build community connections and engage increasing numbers of people to share the joy that comes from 
charitable giving that matters in the Indiana communities we represent.

Sixteen years have passed, and NICF has many wonderful success stories under its belt. Private donations 
have increased consistently since the organization was formed, and our endowment funds have increased 
from the original $25,000 to more than $15 million. In 2009, more than $1.7 million was distributed to a full 
spectrum of organizations and scholarships in Fulton, Starke and Miami counties. 

These numbers only tell a small part of the NICF story. The real stories come from the lives that are touched 
by the generosity of our donors in addition to the work of the community organizations and causes we are 
fortunate to support with grant dollars and other forms of assistance.

As President of the NICF Board of Directors, it has been my privilege to work with an excellent staff, a 
diverse and committed volunteer board, and an outstanding group of leaders on the local boards in each of 
our counties. Together, through careful stewardship and investment, we are building tremendous resources 
that will enrich the region’s future. Thank you for choosing us to be the stewards of your philanthropic 
giving. With great appreciation and admiration, we thank you for your generosity and for your partnership 
with us.

Sincerely,

	  NICF President Executive Director
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How we Can help you and the community
A Community Foundation is a vehicle for people of all means to make a lasting 
difference in their community. The central purpose of a Community Foundation 
is to serve the needs and philanthropic aims of donors who wish to better their 
community, now and in the future. Community Foundations do this by providing 
donors with flexible, efficient and tax-effective ways to ensure their charitable 
giving achieves the greatest possible impact.

The concept of a community foundation is as ingenious as it is simple; it is a 
means to build, over time, substantial endowment funds for a community through 
contributions large and small. 

Because these contributions are endowed, they are never spent. Instead, they are 
permanently invested to produce income. The income earned is then used to help 
meet the community’s charitable needs – from social work to art and culture. So 
gifts to a community foundation continue to benefit your community forever.

All contributions to the Community Foundation are tax exempt.  Some donors are 
able to claim larger tax deductions on gifts to Community Foundations than they 
are on gifts to their own private foundation.

The Northern Indiana Community Foundation represents a wide variety of ideas 
and interests of individual donors who have united in a common purpose — the 
bettering of the community both now and in the future.

You can:
• Set up individual funds in your own name or the name of a loved one 

and have as much or as little control as you wish.
• Choose to contribute to a variety of existing funds. Community 

Foundations have a general endowment fund designed to benefit 
projects that are determined to have the greatest need.
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More than 50 years — that’s how 
long Starke County resident Eleanor 
G. Hamblin strove to improve 
the minds of children inside and 
outside of the classroom. She also 
never hesitated to lend a helping 
hand wherever she went. 

During her 36-year teaching 
career, she was an adviser to nearly 
every student club. She could 
often be found combing through 
books and other media, quenching 
her insatiable thirst for knowledge. 
She wanted to pass on her passion 
of learning to her students, so she 
reached out to those who were 
struggling in school and those who 
shared her passion for learning. 
When a student would request 
additional help, she was more than 
willing to stay after class and offer 
guidance. Consequently, she easily won over her students as evidence 
of the holiday cards she received from many graduates. Many of her 
former students stayed in touch because she had made such a powerful 
impact during their years in the classroom. 

Eleanor went against the norm for women during her time as a 
teacher. She gracefully managed a career and family, something that 
was uncommon at that time, says Jane Hamblin, Eleanor’s daughter.

“My mother was a Renaissance woman,” says Jane. “She wasn’t just 
a stay-at-home mother, but also provided for her family.”

Eleanor’s professional life was a direct reflection of who she was in 
her personal life. Described as a giving person, Eleanor would always 
bake cookies for a new neighbor or prepare a meal for a friend in 
distress. Her actions made her a community leader and local hero. 

When Eleanor passed away in 2006, Jane wanted to honor her 
mother, a woman who contributed to so much in the community. 
Because of Eleanor’s constant drive to better the community, Jane 
wanted to honor her mother’s commitment.

“After my mother’s death, I wanted to create a scholarship to help 
some young person go to college and attain their dreams,” Jane says.

In 2008, Jane got to see the scholarship come to fruition, as she 
presented the award to students, watching smiles stretch across 
their faces as they received the much needed money to further their 
education. Nothing is more fitting to honor Eleanor Hamblin than 
a scholarship in her honor that annually supports a Starke County 
resident’s pursuit of knowledge in an institution of higher education.

Jane says using the Community Foundation to handle the funds was 
the best decision to continue her mother’s work through charitable 

donations and to honor 
her mother’s legacy.

“I loved growing up 
in Starke County. I’ve 
benefitted from the 
giving of other people,” 
Jane says. “I want to 
return the favor.”

Eleanor G. Hamblin
A teacher passes on her love for learning and giving

Starke County Community Foundation
P.O. Box 563
1512 S. Heaton St. 
Knox, IN 46534
(574) 722-3665
starke@nicf.org

“I’ve benefitted from 
the giving of other 
people. I want to 
return the favor.”

-Jane Hamblin
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During the summer of 2009, Starke County 
middle school students explored the world of 
crime scene investigation. On June 15, Purdue 
North Central gave Starke County students the 
chance to explore the world of forensic science 
in a pilot project during a five day camp. 
The purpose of the program was to increase 
awareness and stimulate student interest in 
science and health-related issues and create a 
long-term goal of encouraging more students to 
pursue careers in health science professions. 

The project was designed by Christine 
Brletic, the associate director of the Northwest 
Indiana’s Area Health Education Center in 
close collaboration with Dr. Nancy Marthakis 
an associate professor of biology at Purdue 
North Central as part of the “Grow Our Own” 
program. 

Research shows that by stimulating natural 
curiosity at K-8 educational levels, students 
are more likely to explore science-based 
educational opportunities that are directly 
related to pursuing careers in the health and 
medical professions.

 “The reason we started the Grow Our 
Own program in Starke County is because it 
is a health profession shortage area,” says 
Christine, explaining that PNC’s goal of educating middle 
school students about the health field. “If we continue to 
foster their interest, they are more likely to pursue health 
careers and then come back and practice in the community 
from which they came.”

The program’s activities focus on faculty and health care 
providers working with children to create innovative and 
enriching experiences that establish lifetime mentors and 
relationships.

The program aims to increase student’s biology knowledge, 
problem solving skills and scientific literacy. 

Seventeen students participated in the five day program 
on the Purdue University North Central campus. Throughout 
the week, they explored microbiology using equipment and 
materials in the college laboratory. Students visited the 

human cadaver lab where they observed, identified and 
touched the internal organs of a donor. They also learned 
about the human circulatory system and were allowed to 
participate in an outdoor staged crime scene where they 
were challenged to locate and identify human body parts.

 “I loved the fake blood,” says student Ahsley Fields. “We 
got to learn what blood is made of.” 

Students say what made them want to return next year was 
the immense fun they had thanks to the unique opportunity 
that was made available because of charitable organizations 
like the Northern Indiana Community Foundation.

Kemble Manning says he is considering a career in biomedical 
engineering because of his involvement in this course.

“I wanted to learn about Starke Memorial Hospital, to see 
what goes on there, and see if the medical field is what I 
want to be in,” he says.

Students are already excited for next year’s program.
 “What we are trying to do,” Christine says, “is inspire kids 

to consider the health care and science fields while providing 
them with some basic 
knowledge, so when 
they choose one of those 
fields, they are more 
prepared when they 
come into the college 
environment.”

Helping Science come alive
Local students explore the fascinating world of forensics thanks to NICF

“What we are trying 
to do is inspire kids to 
consider the health 
care and science 
fields.”

-Christine Brletic

Students participate in one of many activities designed to foster 
interest and cultivate learning in health-related fields.

This is the first year PNC has offered the forensics 
program. They hope to offer it again in 2010.
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Local students explore the fascinating world of forensics thanks to NICF

*Continued on next page
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Clarence Lawrence 
Memorial Scholarship
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Educational 
Scholarship
Ms. Holly Lapacek

Starke County Back 
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Mr. Phillip Bailey
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scholarships and Grants

ARTS,CULTURE

Chicago Shakespeare Theater 1,500

Hoosier Valley Railroad Museum - Grasselli Tower 12,065

Hoosier Valley Railroad Museum 1,725

Psi Iota Xi Sorority 1,000

Starke County Choralaires 650

Starke County Historical Society 893

EDUCATIONAL 

Ancilla College 5,700 

Knox Community School Corporation 2,829

Knox Middle School 300

North Judson-Wayne Township Public Library 2,902

Oregon-Davis Elementary School 336

Purdue University Calumet 8,800

Railroad Township/San Pierre Alumni - scholarships 340

SCILL Center - scholarships 471

SS. Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church 239

St. Peter Lutheran School Endowment Fund 1,082

Starke County Public Library 354

Starke County Scholarship Foundation - scholarships 1,108

Starke United Inc. 2,000

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

Girl Scouts of Northern Indiana/Michiana Inc. 2,500 

LaSalle Council B.S.A. 2,500

Starke County 4H Council 678

HUMAN SERVICE

Coalition Against Domestic Abuse Inc. 803  

Community Services of Starke County Inc. 5,441 

Davis Wesleyan Church 519 

Love Inc. 750  

Marshall/Starke Development Center Inc. 548 

North Judson United Methodist Church 621 

SS. Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church 593 

St. Vincent De Paul Society 2,441 

Starke County Humane Society 3,650 

RECREATION

Friends of the Park Association of Knox 2,500

North Judson Park & Recreation Board 1,010

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Fletcher Cemetery Association 2,000

NICF Starke County Distribution to Funds 6,880

NICF SC Operations 34

North Judson Wayne Township Fire Department 7,232

Starke County Chamber of Commerce 425

Starke United Inc. 774

scholarships

SC grants Total $86,193
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Amanda Drudge discovered 
her passion for missionary work 
when her pastor informed her 
about the immense poverty and 
disparity in Haiti. Being the kind-
hearted and altruistic person she 
was, she wanted to travel to the 
island and help the local children. 
Sadly, on Sept. 12, 1997 before she 
could travel to Haiti, Amanda was 
involved in a fatal car accident just 
a quarter of a mile from her home. 
But her legacy lived on.

During her funeral service, her 
pastor talked about the idea of 
establishing a memorial fund 
in Amanda’s honor to benefit 
individuals who demonstrated 
a strong desire to serve the 
community through their church.  
What spurred the Amanda Drudge Scholarship and Missionary Fund was a large 
and unexpected anonymous donation. This kind act prompted a small group of 
community members to make the Community Foundation the holder of the funds, 
which qualifyed the money as tax-exempt.

“We chose the Community Foundation because we believe they will carry out our 
wishes,” says Darlene Drudge, Amanda’s mother. “We support it. We believe in what 
they do.”

At that time, the Community Foundation was able to get a match dollar for dollar 
from the Lilly Endowment of all donated money. But the Drudges also wanted to 
help the community as a whole as well. So it was decided that the money would be 
invested in order to not only help adults and students, but the entire community.

“I think that anyone who has any desire to do anything in the community should 
help as best as they can,” Darlene says. “Even if you can’t set up a fund with a lot of 
money, donate to funds that are already set up in memory of others because it does 
a great service to the community.”

The Amanda Drudge Scholarship and Missions Fund has funded a variety of 
community efforts. Missionaries have been able to work all over the globe, spreading 
the gift of hope, altruism and kindness — qualities that exemplified Amanda.

“She could have never touched thousands of people in 12 years by herself,” 
Darlene says, “but this fund has. It’s been a very interesting and rewarding blessing 
for us to have this fund.”

The fund also acts as a scholarship fund and enables students to further their 
education in an institution of higher 
education and also aids students in 
fulfilling their goals and Amanda’s 
dreams.

“Sometimes I have trouble believing 
someone would give money with no strings 
attached and never ask a question. But 
they do,” Darlene says. “It’s taught me 
more about the need for philanthropy, 
what can be accomplished, and just how 
wonderful people really are.”

Amanda Drudge
Giving others the power to change the world

“We chose the Community 
Foundation because we 
believe they will carry 
out our wishes. We 
believe in what they do.”

-Darlene Drudge



Laughter echoed from the campgrounds at the Geneva 
Center near Rochester as a tapestry of volunteers and 
campers donning colored shirts speckled the area. Some 
rode horses. Some took aim at bowling pins. Others danced 
or made tie-dye T-shirts. But everyone wore a smile.

CAMP WE CAN, held during the summer, is a day designed 
for special needs individuals so they 
can experience a fun and positive 
social environment with a camp 
atmosphere. The camp had its 
seventh birthday during the summer 
of 2009.

“Around here, camp emphasis is 
on ability not disability,” says Teri 
Carr, one of the camp’s directors. “We want each of our 
campers to feel like they are king or queen for the day.”

And that’s exactly what entices campers like Madysen 
Wagoner, who says she loves coming to camp every year.

“It’s so much fun,” she says. “I love the tie-dye.”
Another camper wore his camp shirt to bed the day 

before camp because he couldn’t wait to go, Teri says.
“You would be blown away by the number of comments 

we get back from parents or caregivers or the campers 
themselves,” Teri says. “The next day, they 
are leaving and they say, ‘I’ll be ready for next 
year.’”

The camp was formed because Teri’s 
youngest child, Sidneigh, wanted to 
participate in camps like her older sisters but 
could not because she was a special needs 
child. So in 2002, Teri along with her sister, 
Jodie Simpson, and local special education 
teacher, Tina Hackworth, created a camp 
just for children with special needs. The first 
year, eight campers attended the camp, but 
since then, it has expanded rapidly. 2010’s 
camp will be the first to feature a day just 
for adults. 

The number of volunteers has also increased 
dramatically. So much so, that there are at 

least two volunteers for every camper. Garth Simpson, a 
seven-year volunteer, says it’s inspiring to see so many 
people willing to help.

“You come out here, you make a difference, have a 
great day, and you feel good about yourself because you 
are helping someone else achieve their goals,” he says.

Another volunteer, Ryleigh 
Carr, says the camp is a unique 
experience that campers in Indiana 
can’t get elsewhere. 

“You can’t put a price, statement 
or word on how valuable this is to 
the community,” she says. “For the 
kids, from the minute they arrive to 

the minute they leave, this is the thing they look forward 
to every year.”

Ryleigh says the grants and donations are an integral 
part of the camp and that they couldn’t provide a special 
day for campers without the assistance of organizations 
like the Northern Indiana Community Foundation.

“Monetary gifts enable us to help these kids and provide 
for them,” she says. “You can’t put a price on their 
happiness and the smiles on their faces.”
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Camp We Can: volunteering for others
Volunteers give time and money, hands and hearts to benefit special needs individuals

CAMP WE CAN campers and volunteers participate in a variety of 
activities. More than 100 volunteers donate their time to help.

“You can’t put a price, 
statement or word on 
how valuable this is to 
the community.”

-Ryleigh Carr 



IN Memory Of
Marjorie 
Johnson-Andersen
Darlene Johnson Families

Jim Barkman
Mrs. Stephenia Barkman

Jim Berry
Mr. Larry Cunningham

Katherine J. Belcher
Mr. Daniel Belcher
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Belcher

Mabel Blacketor
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Biddinger
Barbara Bryant and Kaleen 
Krom

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Clauson
Mr. and Mrs. David Clauson
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie Clemans
Colonial Bay Condominium Assn. 
Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fowler, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Heyde
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson
Kern Family - Pat, Shirley & Bill
Mr. and Mrs. Ed King
Judge and Mrs. Chris Lee
Judge and Mrs. Doug Morton
Northern Indiana Community 
Foundation Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Nickell
Mrs. Marjory Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Riddle
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sawyer
Mrs. Charlene Schroer
Mrs. Mary Lynne Seiler
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Shriver
Mrs. Margaret Smith
Ms. Peggy Ann Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Vance
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Walters
Mrs. Cindi Webb
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Zent

Maleta Borden
Mr. and Mrs. Stacy Barkman & 
Family

Eileen Butler
Darlene Johnson Family

Michael Callahan
Mr. and Mrs. Parke Baxter

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Beehler
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Calvert
Mr. and Mrs. John Cash
Ms. Judy Climie
Demeter L.P.
Mr. and Mrs. Laurie Freese
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Hays
Mark & Betty Martens
Ms. Susan McLeish
Riddle Elementary School
Seegers Family
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Smoker
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Zent

George Coon
Mr. Larry Cunningham

Cuma Becht
Mrs. Joanne Bendall
Ms. JoEllen Bendall

Damaris Cunningham
Mr. Larry Cunningham

Richard Eldridge
Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Dunlap
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Etchison
Ms. Dorothy Etchison
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Grube
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Grube
Ms. Louise Grube
Ms. Stella Grube

Bobby Galloway
Mr. and Mrs. Monty Barts & 
Family

Helen Gaumer
Wilson Fertilizer & Grain Inc.

Ann Good
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Weaver

Jayne Good
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Fritts

Bev Hamlet
Darlene Johnson Families

Dorris Harrold
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Carr & 
Family

Mr. Larry Simpson
Ms. Jodie Simpson
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Simpson & 
Family

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Walters

Doris Hillman
Northern Indiana Community 
Foundation, Inc

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson

Lyle Hillman
Dr. Michael Boldry
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson
Northern Indiana Community 
Foundation, Inc

Patricia Bennett 
Hoffman
Northern Indiana Community 
Foundation Inc.

George Hoover
Mr. Larry Cunningham

James Hopper
Ms. Judy Climie

Mark Howdeshell
Ms. Betty Aman
Mr. and Mrs. John Milner

William Kindig
Rochester Class of 1956

Brent Kramer
Mrs. Sue Brubaker

Paul McGaughey
Gayle Bolton
Ms. Nancy Boxell
Ms. Nancy Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Carr
Ms. Marcia Cripe
First Baptist Church of 
Westerville

Mr. and Mrs. Kim Frey
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Frey
Ms. Debbie Frey
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Good
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Gutzman
Ms. Shirley Gutzman Hand
Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Haworth
Sally Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hunt
Ms. Jackie Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Micah Kerr
Dr. and Mrs. Danny Lambert
Ms. Janet Leffert
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Lynch
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Maggard
Mr. and Mrs. Carl McClain
Ms. Grace McGaughey
Mr. and Mrs. Steven McNutt
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Moore

Ms. Sefanie Morris
Ms. Joan Mucker
Northern Indiana Community 
Foudation Inc.

North Central Co-op
Ms. Geraldine Peasley
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Price
Richard Avenue Elementary 3rd 
Grade

Riddle Avenue Elementary 
School Staff

Ms. Joann Sageser
Smith Farms
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Stewart
Ms. Helen Walsh & Ms. Shannon 
Durbin

Mr. David Walton
Mr. Tim Wiegand
Wilson Fertilizer & Grain Inc.

John Robert McKee
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Klitzman

Al Miller
American Legion Aux. Unit 36
Mr. and Mrs. Parke Baxter
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Bohs
Mrs. Sue Brubaker
Ms. Judy Climie
Mr. Larry Cunningham
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson
Ms. Phyllis McGurk
Northern Indiana Community 
Foundation Inc.

Mr. Bob Rosenbury
Mr. and Mrs. T. Sponseller
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Williams

Marianne Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Albright
Mr. and Mrs. David Beeman
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Biggs
Mrs. Sue Brubaker
Mr. and Mrs. John Cash
Ms. Sue Clark
Ms. Meg Clark
Mrs. Lola Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Copeland
Mr. and Mrs. William 
Deniston

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Foreman
Mr. and Mrs. David Goss
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Grosvenor
Ms. Linda Hewitt
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Jana
Ms. Georgene Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Tod Keller
Mr. and Mrs. David Krieger

Our Donors
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Mark & Betty Martens
Mr. and Mrs. Bill McMillen
Mr. and Mrs. John 
Rensberger

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Schoen
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Stowasser
Mr. and Mrs. Cole Zartman

Margery Overmyer
Northern Indiana Communtiy 
Foundation Inc.

Peterson & Waggoner LLP

Micheal & Anjanette 
Paul
Mrs. Sue Brubaker

Nick Patterson
Ms. Abigail Armentrout
DePuy Orthropaedics
Mr. and Mrs. John Durham
First Baptist Church of 
Oswego

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Holmes
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cannedy Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Neibert
Mr. and Mrs. Bud Neibert
Mr. and Mrs. James Patterson
Mrs. Jayme Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Saner
Ms. LuAnn Wendel

Greg Peter
AFLAC - Angela Condon
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Baker
Brainstrom
Ms. Doris Chudzynski
Climate Makers Inc.
Delta Tool Manufacturing Inc.
Fretz Abstract
Ms. Ruth Gersch
House of Décor
JLD Inc.
Mrs. Sue Johnson
Mrs. Julie Peter
Rochester Telephone Co.
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Tam
Mr. and Mrs. Dee Williams

Amanda Ramsey
Ms. Susan Brown
Ms. Sue Bussard
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Gaby
Ms. Elenora Krieg
Ms. Ruth Mathias
Mr. and Mrs. Don Ramsey

Janet Riffle
Co-Workers at Topps Safety 
Apparel

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Hatfield
Topps Safety Apparel

James Saltsgiver
Rochester Class of 1956

John Sparks
Northern Indiana Community 
Foundation Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Peterson
Ms. Barbara Reichert

Marcia Ellen Newcomb 
Smith
Ms. Peggy Ann Smith

Eric Smoker
Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Smoker
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Walters

Alice Terrell
Mr. and Mrs. Monty Barts & 
Family

Northern Indiana Community 
Foundation Inc.
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Thomas “Tom” G. Wilson, a native of 
Rochester, was an active member in his 
community and a local hero. He owned and 
operated Wilson Fertilizer & Grain, Wilson 
Corn Products and established the Fulton 
County Railroad.  He was on the Board of 
Directors of Indiana Renewable Fuels and 
Indiana Quarter Horses Association.

He was also a former member of the 
Flying Hoofs Saddle Club and the Fulton 
County Historical Power Association. He 
was a Rochester volunteer firefighter 
for 25 years, a member of the Rochester 
Oddfellows Lodge, and a member of the 
Fulton County Fair Board for 37 years. Tom 
was also an active supporter of the Future 
Farmers of America.

Tom loved spending time with his 
grandchildren, family and friends. He loved 
being outdoors and frequently fished and 
hunted. He also had a passion for raising 
and showing quarter horses.

Tom passed away on May 28, 2006. His 
funeral was one of the largest in Rochester 
in recent memory with more than 1,000 of 
his closest friends and family in attendance.  
The Fulton County Fairgrounds Community 
Building was filled to capacity where he 
was eulogized as a family man, horseman, 
businessman and most importantly, as a 
friend.

His wife Nedra and his daughters wanted 
to continue his legacy in the community, 
so they established a donor advised fund 

Thomas G. Wilson
Fund established in honor of community hero

with the Community Foundation. A donor 
advised fund enables the donor to have 
control over what areas of the community 
the fund benefits. Named the Tom Wilson 
Memorial Fund in his honor, the fund helps 
local agricultural and educational programs 
and events, as Tom’s love for his community 
lives on.

Tom has been described as a wonderful 
husband, father, grandfather, dedicated 
friend and public servant.  Tom loved the 
community and devoted many hours toward 
the betterment of Fulton County’s collective 
home.  Tom’s life was full of giving, and in 
return, he earned the unyielding support of 
the community.

Our Donors Cont.



Anna Terrone
FEDCO
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Wynn

Budd Tidd
Peterson & Waggoner

David Upp
Mrs. Sue Brubaker
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Grosvenor
Mr. and Mrs. Richard O’Dell
Ms. Connie Wallace

Jean Wagoner
Rochester High School Class of 
1952

John & Jean Wagoner
Mr. and Mrs. Monty Barts

Terry Walgamuth
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson

Lucile Leffel Wicoff
Mr. and Mrs. David Wright

Ed Wilson
Mrs. Zanna Daniels
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Fritts

in Honor Of
Dean and Suzie Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson
Ms. Carole Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Rager

Parke & Fran Baxter
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson

Dick Belcher
First Federal Savings Bank 
Family - Plymouth

First Federal Savings Bank 
Family - Rochester

Don Groenleer
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson

Barry Hazel
Barry’s Grandchildren

Joe Hunting
Fulton County Community 
Foundation

Joe & Mandie McCarter & 
Family
Ms. Judy Climie

Phil & Katie McCarter
Ms. Judy Climie

Rita Price
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson

Alan Terrell
Fulton County Community 
Foundation

Northern Indiana Community 
Foundation Inc.

Pat & Shelly 
Walgamuth
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Day
Mr. and Mrs. John Gagnon
Bill Gearhart & Sue Daine
Good Family Funeral Home
Mr. and Mrs. John Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hartzler

Ms. Ruth Mathias
Mr. and Mrs. David Mathias
Mr. and Mrs. Oren Norman
Mr. and Mrs. John Ramsey Jr.

Al & Nancy 
Williquette
Ms. Judy Climie

Earl Wisely
Wilson Fertilizer & Grain Inc.

John Yarling
Fulton County Community 
Foundation

Donors
Mr. and Mrs. Pierre W. Absi
Ace Hardware
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Adams
Akron Animal Clinic
Akron Church of Brethren
Akron Elementary School
Akron Las Donas Club
Akron Lions Club
Alfred Nickles Bakery, Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott Allen
Alliance Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Allman
Ancilla College
Mr. Mitch Anderson
Anne Marie Miller Pizza
Appraisals Plus
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Arms
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey L. Arthur
Mr. and Mrs. Steven S. Backus
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Bailey
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Baker
Ms. Lois M. Baker
Mr. Bill Bane
Mr. and Mrs. Earl W. Bangel
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Barkman
Ms. Linda J. Bauman
Mr. Tom Bauters
Ms. Jennifer Lukens Baxter
Beacon Credit Union
Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Bearss
Mr. Dennis Becker
Berry Farms
Mr. and Mrs. Steven E. Berry
Blueprint Construction
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Bode
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Bowers
Brenda’s K-9 Designs
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Bridge
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Brouyette
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Brouyette
Brown Equipment
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Brown

Mr. and Mrs. John Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Brown
Brush Tracks Studio
Mr. and Mrs. Shannon Buck
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Burdge
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Burkett
Mr. and Mrs. Wendall Burton
CAMP-WE-CAN Inc.
Pastor and Mrs. Terry L. Canfield
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Carr
CASA of Fulton County
Caston School Corporation
Central Indiana Ethanol, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Braden G. Chandler
Mr. and Mrs. David Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Cole
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Collins
Comcast Foundation
Community Foundation of St. 
Joseph County

Mr. and Mrs. Shawn Condon
Mr. and Mrs. Blaine Conley
Mr. and Mrs. Walker Conley
Mr. Jim Conrad
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery D. Corey
Country Candies & Confections
Countryside Supply
Mr. Donald Cox
Craig Welding & Manufacturing, 
Inc.

Mr. John P. Craig
Culligan Soft Water of Fulton 
County

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Daugherty II
Mr. and Mrs. Ben B. Daulton
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Day
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Day
Dean Foods
DeBruler Studio Inc.
Decisions Counseling Center PC
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Derf
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Douglass
Dragon ESP
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Drudge
Earl-Love Funeral Home
Eikenberry Stained Glass
Ms. Janice M. Emery
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Erdmann
Mr. Brent Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Evans
Faith Outreach Center
Mr. and Mrs. Tony L. Fansler
Farmers State Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Figlio
Ms. Cyndi Fisher
Flirt
Flora Christian Church C.W.F.
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin D. Florian
Ford Meter Box Foundation

our Donors cont.
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The George Schwenk 
Memorial Scholarship 
was created in June of 
1999 by Liale Schwenk in 
memory of her husband 
George. The purpose of 
the fund is to provide 
scholarships for qualified 
students graduating from 
Rochester High School 
who are pursuing a career 
in agriculture or an 
agriculture-related field; 
deserving of financial 
assistance; and likely to 
succeed as college or 
university students. 



Mr. and Mrs. Richard Forest
Ms. Roberta Eileen Frey
Friends of Cassidy Elementary
Dr. James Fritts Family 
Dentistry

Frounfelter Family Dentistry
Fulton County 4-H Livestock 
Sale

Fulton County Area Human 
Resource

Fulton County 4-H Fair Association
Fulton County Master Gardeners
Fulton County Veterinary Clinic
Mrs. Lesa Gagnon
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Gardner
Gast Heating and Cooling Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenton A. Gast
Goble Heal Chiropractic
Gottschalk Realty, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Evan Gottschalk
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Gottschalk
Grace United Methodist Church
Mr. and Mrs. Garland (Bud) Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Groenleer
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Groninger
H & R Block
Habitat for Humanity of Fulton 
County

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Haney
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Hanselman Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. George Hapner
Hardesty Printing Company Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Hardesty
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Harris
Mrs. Mildred Harrold
Ms. Leah A. Hartman
Hartzler Funeral Home
Mrs. Beverly Hartzler
Ms. Olive Jane Hathaway
Mr. Steve Hawkins
Heartland Sheet Metal Inc.
Mr. David Heisler and Ms. 
Elizabeth Coughlan

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn W. Heisler
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Heltzel
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis D. Helvey
Henry Township Volunteer Fire 
Department

Mr. and Mrs. David Heyde
Mr. Harold D. Hileman
Ms. Patricia Bennett Hoffman
Hoffman Quality Graphics
Mr. and Mrs. Bob A. Hoffman
Mr. and Mrs. Earl E. Hoffman
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Hogue
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Holcomb
Ms. Freda Holzhausen
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Houchin
Ms. Teresa A. Houser
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Howe

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Howkinson
Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance
Innovative Composites LTD
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey J. Irwin
J G Penel Desings Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe James
Jarrety’s Place
Kappa Kappa Kappa-Logansport
Kappa Kappa Kappa-Rochester
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Karas
KC Online Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Kenny
Rochester Kiwanis Club
Ms. Elaine Koekenberg
Kuert Concrete Inc.
Lake Manitou Association Inc.
Ms. Maxine Lake
Mr. Dale Landis
Mr. and Mrs. Larry A. Landis
Law Office of Christopher 
Walter

Mr. and Mrs. David Lease
Mr. and Mrs. Arik Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Lingenfelter
Manitou Veterinary Clinic Inc.
Ms. Ruth Ann Markley
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Marrs
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Mattice
Mr. and Mrs. David Maule
Mr. and Mrs. Harold McCalla Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Phil McCarter
Mrs. Alice McFarland
Mrs. Donna McGaughey
Mrs. Letty McKee
Mr. and Mrs. John McLochlin
MCLY Inc.
Mr. Owen E. McVay
Ms. Jennifer Mendoza
Mentone Elementary School
Midwest Orthotic & Technology 
Center

Bob Miller Construction
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon H. Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Miller
Ms. Rhonda S. Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Scott R. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Miller
Mr. and Mrs. James Mitterling
Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Montgomery
Mr. Broderick Moore
Loyal Order of Moose Manitou 
Lodge

Women of the Moose Rochester
Bill Morris Excavating Inc.
Mrs. Beverly Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery P. Murphy
Murray’s Irish Pub
Ms. Tracey J. Murray
Mrs. Janice Nelson
Ms. Rochelle Newell

Mr. J. Ronald Newlin
Newman Construction
Mr. and Mrs. Bill R. Newton
Ms. Greta Notz
Nubiano’s Pizza
Olive Branch Church of God
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Olling
Ms. Margery H. Overmyer
Mr. Rafer Paulik
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. Warren E. Pfeiffer
Pike Lumber Company, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Powell
Psi Iota Xi - Theta Iota
Q & L Seal Coating
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. 
Ravencroft

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Reiff
Fulton County REMC
Mr. Joe A. Richard
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Ricketts

Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Robinson
Rochester Cement Products Inc.
Rochester High School Key Club
Rochester Homes, Inc.
Rochester High School
Rochester Lions Club Inc.
Rochester Meats & Deli
Rochester Rotary Club
Rochester Rotation Molding Inc
Rochester Sale Barn
The Rochester Sentinel
Mr. and Mrs. David Sausaman
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sawyer
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Sayger
Mr. Mary Scher
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Schlarf
Mr. Brad Schuldt
Mr. and Mrs. Tom L. Schwenk
Ms. Melanie S. Scott
Mrs. Violet Seiwert
Mr. Raymond Setlak
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Sheets
Shepherd’s Chevrolet Olds 
Pontiac

Mr. and Mrs. Johnie Shepherd
Ms. Romy Shortz
Simcox Appraisal Plus Inc.
Smith Sawyer Smith Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Snipes
Mr. and Mrs. James Snyder
Mr. and Mrs. David Sommers
St Joseph Catholic Church
Ms. Emma Lee Staller
Ms. Britney Stansfield
Mr. and Mrs. Guy E. Stayton
Gae L. Stoops
Ms. Melinda R. Straeter
Mr. and Mrs. Trenton Stuckey

Swick Family Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Tam
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Terrell
Mr. and Mrs. Merl Tinkey
Mrs. Rozella Tinkey
Tippecanoe Valley High School
Tippecanoe Valley Middle School
Treasurer Fulton County
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Troutman
Twelve Mile Lions Club
United Way of Fulton County 
Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Channing Utter
Ms. Vicki Utter
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas E. Vance
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Vanden
Bossche

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Vigar
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Vogel
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Waggoner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Wagoner
Mr. and Mrs. John Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Washburn
Ms. Crystal Wasson
Webb’s Family Pharmacy of 
Akron

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Weber
Mr. and Mrs. James Whitaker
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Whitaker
Mrs. Nedra Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Wilson
Winamac Coil Spring Inc.
The Winning Edge
Woodlawn Hospital
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Wooten
Mr. Gary Wyatt
Mr. Terry Wyatt
Mr. Tom Zartman
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Zehr Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Zellers
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scholarships

Akron Las Donas Marcus 
Hackworth and Scott 
Sechrist memorial 
scholarship
Ms. Chelsea Bibler
Ms. Stacie Hoffman
Ms. Amiee Parker
Ms. Tabitha Ramsey

Elizabeth V. Babcock 
Scholarship
Ms. Abby Burton
Ms. Amy Foster
Ms. TIffany Futrell
Mr. Bradly R. Grube
Ms. Jayme Jackson
Ms. Hannah A. Liford
Ms. Samantha Minix
Mr. Brentley L. Mow
Mr. Ben Overmyer
Mr. Cody L. Ply
Ms. Emily Skidmore

Jim Barkmen Memorial 
Scholarship
Mr. Ryan N. Burkett

Caston High School 
Scholarship
Mr. Eli Fred
Ms. Erica Zartman

Zelma Crabill-Helen and 
Carl Wilson Scholarship
Ms. Amanda M. Lease

The W. D. Cumberland 4-H 
Scholarship
Ms. Skylar Powlen

Simon Deeb Scholarship
Mr. Garrett L. McMillen

Amanda Drudge Memorial 
Scholarship 
Mr. Nathan Baker
Mr. Gavin M. Hucks
Ms. Heidi Huskins 
Ms. Breanna J. Parker 
Ms. Tabitha Ramsey
Ms. Christine T. Rosswurm
Ms. Kaylee Wallace
Mr. Alex Weaver
Mr. Noah Welsh
Ms. Whitley M. Zent

Stephen Fellers Memorial 
Scholarship 
Mr. Cody L. Ply

Frounfelter Scholarship
Mr. Casey E. Good
Mr. Broderic C. Schoen

Fulton County 
4Community Higher 
Education Scholarship
Ms. Sylvia Marie Voss
Fulton County Back 
Home Again in Indiana 
Scholarship
Ms. Shelley Nile
Ms. Kimberly Walters

Fulton County Community 
Foundation Scholarship
Ms. Skylar Powlen
Ms. Tabitha Ramsey
Mr. Alex Weaver
Ms. Erica Zartman

Fulton County Lilly 
Endowment Community 
Scholarship
Mr. Nathan Baker
Ms. Katherine Schlarf

Fulton County Youth 
Endowment 
Ms. Caroline Keel

Melissa Hoffman Gamel 
Scholarship
Mr. Burl B. Keel IV

GEFR Scholarship
Mr. Bradley Grube
Mr. Quinten Hawkey

Jayne Ann Good Memorial 
Scholarship
Ms. Ryan N. Burkett

Roy Haggerty Memorial 
Scholarship
Mr. Jacob E. Fry
Mr. Casey E. Good
Ms. Haley R. Honkomp
Ms. Kristen Osbon Kile
Ms. Ellexis N. Lindsey
Ms. Rachael Looney
Ms. Jessica R. Peter
Ms. Whitley M. Zent

Elmer Harris and Beulah P. 
Harris Scholarship 
Mr. Casey L. Carlson
Ms. Shelby L. Loeffler

Franklin and Jane Heisler 
Memorial Scholarship
Mr. Nathaniel Hays

MMG Scholarship
Ms. Kaley Kellenburger

Patricia Kumler Hoover 
Nursing Scholarship
Ms. Sarah E. Hackworth

Mark Howdeshell 
Memorial Scholarship
Mr. Gavin Hucks
Ms. Shelby L. Loeffler

Steven Bruce Mattice 
Memorial Scholarship
Ms. Hanna J. Black
Ms. Shelby L. Loeffler

Coach John Robert McKee 
Memorial Scholarship
Ms. Casey E. Good
Mr. Broderic Schoen

Jayson McCalla Memorial 
Scholarship
Ms. Shelby L. Loeffler

Harold E. and Neva Funk 
Mikesell Scholarship
Ms. Shannon L.  Dunfee
Mr. Burl B. Keel IV
Ms. Shelby L. Loeffler
Ms. Skylar Powlen
Ms. Erica Zartman

Ginger Miller Higher 
Education Scholarship
Ms. Misty Cripe
Ms. Alicia Tam
Ms. Dianne Zeigler

GERF Scholarship
Mr. Brad Grube

John Nelson Memorial 
Scholarship
Ms. Shannon L. Dunfee

Nick Patterson Memorial 
Scholarship 
Ms. Ryan N. Burkett
Mr. Drake J. Downs
Mr. Casey E. Good
Mr. Stephen J. Kays
Ms. Ellexis N. Lindsey
Ms. Jessica R. Peter
Mr. Broderic C. Schoen
Mr. Jason A. Smith

Nick Patterson Sports Camp 
Scholarship
Mr. Brody Edmondson
Mr. Michael Kistler
Mr. Ben Shriver

Amanda Kay Ramsey 
Memorial Scholarship
Ms. Leigh Soderlund
Ms. Erica Zartman

Rochester Firefighters’ 
Memorial Scholarship 
Mr. Burl B. Keel IV

Rochester High School 
Scholarship 
Ms. Leigh M. Soderlund

Nelson W. Sadler Memorial 
Ag Scholarship
Mr. Jonathan Burns

Bill Schroer Memorial 
Scholarship
Ms. Chaneigh Carr
Ms. Alica Ferrell
Mr. Jaron Strem

George M. Schwenk 
Memorial Scholarship 
Mr. Garrett L. McMillen

Lawrence J. & Violet M. 
Seiwert Scholarship
Mr. Burl B. Keel IV

Union Township 
Scholarship
Ms. Shelby L. Loeffler

Dr. Russell L. & Pauline 
Whittenberger Sparks 
Memorial Scholarship
Mr. Burl B. Keel IV

Bob Wilson Scholarship
Ms. Kristal Gearhart
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Erica Zartman was awarded the 
2009 Amanda Kay Ramsey Memorial 
Scholarship. The scholarship is 
awarded to any Fulton County high 
school graduating senior pursuing 
a degree in radiology, respiratory 
therapy, nursing or cardiopulmonary 
therapy.



ARTS, CULTURE

Akron Area Fine Arts League 1,500 

Friends of Akron Library 250

Fulton County Historical Society Inc. 14,420

Grace College Arts Contest 200

Logansport Art Association 1,000

NICF FC Fund for the Arts 100

NICF Greg Peter Memorial Fund 250

Psi-Iota-Xi, Eta Mu Chapter 1,917

Rockfest Ministries 1,750

COMMUNITY DEVELopment

Akron 4th of July Committee 1,000

Akron Chamber of Commerce 250

Akron Community Center 1,068,516

Akron Las Donas Club 400

Akron/Mentone Kiwanis 45

Rochester/Lake Manitou Chamber of Commerce 500

Friends of Fulton County Park & Recreation 1,000

Fulton Community Center 7,400

Fulton Economic Development Corp. 3,750

IFEF/Project Learning Tree 100

Kewanna H.E.A.R.T. Inc. 5,000

NICF - FC Operating 16,950

United WAVE Community Network 2,450

United Way of Fulton County 8,711

EDUCATIONAL

Akron Carnegie Library 238

Akron Lions Club - scholarships 338

Ancilla College 5,000

Columbia Elementary Library 262

First Presbyterian Church - scholarships 379

Fulton County Public Library 2,348

Fulton County Public Library Aubeenaubbee Facility 24,792

Indiana University Foundation 100

Manchester College - scholarships 3,320

Purdue Foundation 8,334

Rochester Community School Corporation 250

Rochester High School Library 262

Rochester Middle School 200

Tippecanoe Valley School Corporation 1,080

Trader’s Point Academy 4,000

United Way of Fulton County - Community Learning 
Center

10,000

Viking Booster Club 125

ENVIRONMENTAL

Fulton County Council 3,793

Fulton County Solid Waste 5,512

Lake Manitou Association Inc. 281

HEATLH, GENERAL

American Cancer Society 300

Compassionate Health Center Inc. 35,829

Woodlawn Foundation 1,000

Woodlawn Hospital 41,263

HUMAN SERVICE

Akron Cemetery Association Inc. 187

Akron United Methodist Church 3,392

Burton Church 1,000

CASA of Fulton County 1,926

Field of Honor 50

First Christian Church of Rochester 1,501

Fraternal Order of Police Local#143 200

Fulton County Council on Aging 500

Grace United Methodist Church 30,000

Habitat for Humanity of Fulton County 3,575

Henry Twp. Volunteer Fire Dept. 382

Hope Hospice of Fulton County 921

Joyfulhans Community Development Corp.  2,000

Kid’s Bridge 200

NIPSCO/Good Samaritan 697

Olive Branch Church of God 100

Touch of Life Church 250

United Ministries of Fulton County - Outreach 1,522

United Ministries of Fulton County - Christmas Baskets 300

Victim Advocacy Domestic Violence Task Force 2,000

Grants

Continued on next page
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The Community Foundation granted money to the 
Fulton County Habitat for Humanity to construct a handicap-
accessible home for a family of four.

$ 26,375

ARTS, CULTURE

Psi Iota Xi, Eta Mu Chapter 1,000

Rockfest Ministries 2,000

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Akron Chamber of Commerce 1,300

Fulton County Highway Dept 475

Kewanna H.E.A.R.T., Inc. 1,500

Northern Indiana Community Foundation Inc. 2,000

Star City 150, Inc 1,000

Winamac Tree Committee 500

ENVIRONMENTAL

Fulton County Master Gardeners 350

HEALTH, GENERAL

Compassionate Health Center, Inc 1,500

Woodlawn Hospital 1,000

HUMAN SERVICES

Food 4 Kids 1,500

Kewanna/Union Township Vol. Fire Department 1,300

Kid’s Bridge 1,500

Little Lambs Day Care Ministry 1,000

Wee Care Daycare 1,300

RECREATIONAL

Beach at Lake Manitou Construction & 
Improvement 

1,000

Friends of the Panhandle Pathway Inc. 500

Fulton County Soccer Association 1,300

Nickel Plate Trail, Inc. 500

YOUTH DEVELopment

Fellowship of Christian Athletes-RHS 500

Fulton County Special Olympics 750

Junior Achievement of Pulaski County 1,600

Winamac Jr. Class After Prom 1,000

RECREATION

Beach at Lake Manitou Construction & Improvement 1,000

Friends of Fulton County Park and Recreation Board 200

Nick Patterson Memorial Golf Outing 200

Pike Memorial Park Trustees 3,342

Rochester Youth Football League 250

Rochester Youth League 150

Tippecanoe Valley Youth Football 200

YOUTH DEVELopment

Bishop Dulligan Football Camps 313

CAMP-WE-CAN Inc. 3,807

Fellowship of Christian Athletes-RHS 350

Holy Cross Central School 500

Junior Achievement Serving Fulton County 1,850

Lancer Basketball Camp 335

Optimist Club of Rochester 100

Pheasants Forever Inc. 300
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The Rex E. Mays Memorial Fund 
was established in memory of Rex 
Mays, a man whose spirit lives 
in many people, as described by 
Rev. John Hess at the 2009 Miami 
County Community Character Pillar 
Awards. 

Rex Mays, who died unexpectedly 
on his farm during September 
2008, exemplified great character 
throughout his life. Honesty, 
forgiveness, loyalty, courage, 
respect and responsibility were just 
a few of the many characteristics he 
embraced and practiced every day.

Rex Mays was born in Peru, Ind., 
and grew up on a farm. He later moved out of 
the county because his land was bought by the 
government to build Grissom Air Force Base. 
After he graduated from high school, he worked 
as a teller at the First Federal Savings and Loan 
Association in Miami County.

He met his wife Juanita while attending church 
on Sunday — that day would prove fortuitous as 
the couple married in 1959. Shortly after, Rex 
was drafted into the United States Army where 
he served for two years. He later returned to 
Peru and resumed work at First Federal Savings 
and Loan Association, where he was eventually 
promoted to vice president and treasurer until 
he retired in 1995.

Rex was passionate 
about athletics and was 
involved with community 
sports. He was a 
certified IHSAA referee 
and officiated several 
basketball games. He 
also carried his love for sports from the court to 
the baseball diamond as he was also a softball 
umpire. He served as secretary/treasurer of the 
North Central Indiana Officials Association and 
was also the director of the Maconaquah Park 
Softball League. 

After retirement, Rex traveled the United 
States and traversed the country with 
Juanita. He also served as a bus driver for 
Peru Community Schools; first part-time and 

then full-time in 2005. Rex always focused on 
reaching out to students, making sure to always 
offer encouragement and always consider their 
safety. He aimed to instill traditional values 
into his young passengers as well. He adopted a 
‘ladies first’ policy, and his male students would 
stand back to let their female classmates on the 
bus first. He also wanted his students to develop 
self esteem and good character. 

Even though Rex’s departure was sudden 
and unexpected, the immense impact he had 
on others never ceased. He believed in donor/
tissue donation. So his family honored his wish to 
enable others live longer and healthier lives. His 
close friend Max Hattery suggested the memorial 

contributions could 
establish an endowment 
with the Northern Indiana 
Community Foundation. 

It was established 
successfully through 
generous donations by 
Rex’s friends and family. 

“Athletics were very important to Rex, so his 
fund will be used to help youth in the community 
who are interested in sports,” Juanita Mays 
says.

And through the Rex E. Mays Memorial Fund, 
Rex will continue to make a lasting impact far 
beyond anything he could have imagined.

A hero and mentor is remembered
Rex Mays

Sitting in front, Doug Mays, Juanita Mays and Marcia 
Minard accept the Community of Charter’s Pillar Award in 
honor of Rex Mays.

“Athletics were very 
important to Rex, so his fund 
will be used to help youth 
in the community who are 
interested in sports.” 

-Juanita Mays

Miami County Community Foundation
13 E. Main St.
Peru, IN 46970
(765) 475-2859
miami@nicf.org
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The clanging of railroad bells is a hallmark sound for 
Miami County. But when a railroad line is abandoned, it can 
fall into disrepair and become a dumping ground.

This once was the case for the Nickel Plate Line that runs 
through Peru. But with volunteer efforts and numerous 
generous donations and grants, an old rail line has been 
transformed into miles of trail for the 
community to use.

“Years ago, there were 38 miles 
of track where people could do bad 
stuff,” says Mike Kuepper, President 
of the Nickel Plate Trail Inc. “Now, it’s 
gone.”

Winding through Miami County, the 
Nickel Plate Trail — taking its name 
from the defunct railroad it now replaces — is 10 years 
in the making, drawing people from the local communities 
and across the U.S. to Indiana. 

The Nickel Plate is also a part of the American Discovery 
Trail which stretches from the coast of the state of Delaware 
to the coast of the state of California. Indiana boasts some 
of the best-maintained trails in the country, and the Nickel 
Plate is no exception.

Businesses are also sprouting along the asphalt trail, 
bringing tourists from all over to sample Hoosier fare, 
spurring economic development.

“It has had a lot of positive effects,” Kuepper says.
When completed, the 38 miles of trail will offer locals 

and visitors a place to improve their health alongside 
Indiana wildlife. The Nickel Plate Trail welcomes cyclists, 
walkers, runners and anyone who has a passion for nature 
and wants to exercise. Even Boy and Girl Scouts and high 
school athletic teams find the trail’s natural and vehicle-
free setting to be a valuable community asset.

“It can be life-changing for a lot of people,” Kuepper says 
as he describes an individual he met who committed to using 
the trail to improve her health.

With 38 miles of trail, volunteer efforts are vital to the 
construction and maintenance of the trail. Volunteers ensure 

the paths are clear and that the trails are kept in proper 
shape. The trail’s vice president Bill Click estimates that the 
number of volunteers totals in the hundreds.

“There’s been a lot of sweat, a little blood, a few tears 
during this project over the years,” Bill says. “We’ve been 
really lucky with all of the hours volunteers put in.”

In addition to volunteers, the trail 
needs money to operate. The Northern 
Indiana Community Foundation 
granted money to the Nickel Plate 
for trail construction. And because 
maintenance fees are not covered 
by grants, the Nickel Plate Trail 
established an endowment fund with 
the Community Foundation for trail 

maintenance so the community treasure could be preserved. 
In 2010, NICF will match 25 cents for every dollar collected 
as a donation.

Because communities have embraced trail building efforts, 
more paths are sprouting every decade in Indiana. And many 
trails nearby are looking to connect to the Nickel Plate Trail.

“I don’t think we will ever finish,” Bill says. “As long as 
people like trails and support them, it’s just going to go on 
and on.”

Repaving MIami County’s past
The Nickel Plate Railroad is transformed into a paved trail and becomes a local treasure

Hundreds of volunteers donate money and time to develop 
and preserve a valued community asset.

“There’s been a lot of 
sweat, a little blood, a few 
tears during this project 
over the years. We’ve been 
really lucky with all of the 
hours volunteers put in.”

-Bill Click
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Our donors

In memory of
Juanita Black
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Landis

Carol Conrad
Mr. L.D. Conrad
Mr. Robert Deitrich
MC Nurturing Parenting Program
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Murray
Mr. and Mrs. William 
Whybrew

Gail Darling
Paul, Mary, Kim & Jordan Eaton
Ms. Joanne Kubesch
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Lefebvre
Mr. Mark McCarty

Clotilda Eder
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson

Dorothy Fern
Ms. Sally Keith

Ryan McCarthy Holmes
Mr. Chris Beauchamp
Ms. Taz Saylors Bellar
Bellar Construction Management
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Bergren
Mr. Bill Berkshire
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bessignano
The Bonnell Family
Mr. Jason Boswell
The Bradley Family
Mr. and Mrs. Mario Brkaric
Bryce Mitchell Memorial Golf 
Tournament

By the Yard
Ms. Jamie Runkle Byron
The Trevor Carter Family
Ms. Shannon Embrey Correll
Mr. Bryan Cox
Mr. John Cunningham
Mr. Edward Daugherty
Denny’s Marina Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. David Dorais
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Drews
Mr. Terry Eads
Eads & Son Bulldozing Inc.
Ms. Shelley Edwards
Mr. Aaron Fisher
Mr. Devin Foshee
Mr. Eric Furry
Golitko Legal Group PC
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Grumbacher
Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Grumbacher
Mr. John Gullans
Mr. Jonathan Harrell
Mr. and Mrs. John Hettwer
Dr. Nick Hipskind
Mr. Eric Holmes
Ms. Stephanie Holmes & William
HomeWell Medical Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Hoover

Ms. Heather Ruley Jenneman
Mr. Jeremiah Johnson
Judee’s Inc.
Dr. Richard Keller & Family
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Kerby
Mr. Andrew Klineman
Mr. Jeff Marshall
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Massengill
Mr. Chris McGuire
Miami Beverage Inc.
Mr. Jim Murphy
Noble Family
Mr. Michael North
Tom O’Brien Chrysler Jeep Dodge
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Orme
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Poulin
Mr. George Reul
Mr. and Mrs. C. Todd Richardson
RM Medical Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Robbins
Mr. Mark Ross
Mr. Tim Schlichte
Mr. Kenny Shaffer
Mr. Zach Siblisk
Starcom
Sysco Indianapolis LLC
Mr. Pete Ulery
Uncle Desi & Aunt Debbie & 
Family

Uncle Bill & Aunt Beth & Family
Uncle David & Aunt Sue
Wabash Valley Insurance Group
Mr. Scott Wallsmith
Mr. Andy Weaver
Mr. Ron Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. David Youran
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Zimmerman

Ron King
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Berkshire

Bob Larrison
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Ankenbruck
Mr. and Mrs. John Arland
Banner Flower House
Mr. Greg Bashenow
Mr. Dick Brown
Mr. Ryan Butcher
Mr. and Mrs. John Butcher
Ms. Mindee Cohron
Ms. Michelle Correll
Ms. Audrey Deatrick
Ms. Diane Meal
Mr. James Dinkel
Mr. Chris Doepke
Mr. Pike Evans
Ms. Lori Frederick
Ms. Jeanette George
Ms. Beth Harry
Mr. Mike Hills
Mr. Greg Hollar
Ms. Tracey Hopkins
Ms. Angela Houston
Mr. and Mrs. Don Jaberg

The Family of Bob Larrison
Ms. Amy Larrison
Mrs. Joyce Larrison
Chris McAtee and Travis Birge
Mr. Dan McBride
Mr. John Musser
Mr. Don O’Dell
Mr. Tade Powell
Ms. Debi Sloan
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Susdorf
Ms. Dianne Suveges
Mr. and Mrs. James Thomas
Ms. DuShawn Tunstall
Vanadco Signs
Ms. Janet Vincent
Walmart - Gas City
Ms. Dana Wehr
Ms. Carri Willey

Ryan Massengill
Ms. Sally Keith

Rex Mays
Ms. Mary Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Mays
Mr. Douglas Mays
Mrs. Marcia Minard

Guy McCray
Mr. and Mrs. John Marsh

Esther McAvoy
Ms. N.J. Briner
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Edgerley
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Everett
Mr. Kenneth Kerns
Ms. Harla Williams

John McElheny
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Mantock

Frank L. Morris
Dr. and Mrs. Nancy Baker
Ms. Jan Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Diller & 
Family

Mr. and Mrs. James Hacker
Ms. Nan Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Morris
Mr. Robert Nowling
Ms. Jolene Reiff
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Rothgeb
Mr. John Schlick
Ms. Terri Tribbett
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Tschiniak
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Weaver

Samual Martin 
Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Allen
Atlas Railroad Construction Co.
Mr. Michael Bain
Bellar Construction
Mr. Drew Bender

Mr. Gary Bethel
Mr. John Bixby
Mr. and Mrs. John Bradley
Mr. Ed Childs
Mr. Don Clark
Mr. Sean Clauson
Mr. James Cosko
Mr. Paul Crawford
Mr. Chad Davis
Mr. Cory Dennie
Mr. John Dimitroff
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dodson
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Downing
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Drake
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Edwards
First Farmers Bank & Trust
Ms. Julie Floyd
Mr. John Gaylord
Mr. Bill Grider
Hairtique -Fountain Blues
Mr. David Hamby
Ms. Judy Hartlage
Mr. Alan Hunter
Indiana Southern Railroad Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Shawn Johnson
Mr. Jerome Keirn
Mr. Charles Kricher
Lakeside Wealth Management 
Group

Mr. Geoffrey Langer
Lumbermen’s Underwriting 
Alliance

Mr. Chris Lutz
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Mannies
Miami Beverage Inc.
Miller’s Merry Manor
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. David Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Murphy
Tim & Sean Murphy
Mr. Kevin Murphy
Mr. Donald Musselman
Mr. Don Myers
Mr. John Ovitt
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Panther
Mr. Charles Patterson
Peru Fireman’s Fund
Phi Delta Kappa
Mr. Glenn Price
Railamerica Inc
Mr. Ryan Ratledge
Mr. Russell Reed
RJ Corman Railroad Group LLC
Rock Hollow Golf Club
Mr. Bob Rumpler
Ms. Cindy Sanborn
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Schultz
Mr. Joseph Spoelker
The Iron Shop
Mr. James Thomas
Mr. Harold Tynes
Mr. Mike Weaver
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery White
Mr. Gerhard Williams III

Continued on next page
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wright
Mr. John Wright

Janice Nowling
Mr. and Mrs. Denny Gahs
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Nash
Mr. Robert Nowling
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Tweed

Beth Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Belcher
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. John Marsh
Northern Indiana Community 
Foundation Inc.

Charlet Smith
Ms. Laura Hall
M. Micki Smith
Ms. Zoe Snyder

Anne Swihart
Marty Click Family
Ms. Sue Click
Mr. Chris Durnam
Greg Hoffman Family
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Klein
Ron & Lois Swihart
Anne Utter Family

IN Honor Of
Max Hattery
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Johnson

Steve Gough
Miami County Community 
Foundation

Susan Gulley
Miami County Community 
Foundation

Jenni Marsh
Blackford County Community 
Foundation

Terry & Mary Temple
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Berkshire
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Eddy, Sr.

Donors
Ace Outdoors Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Agness
Akron Animal Clinic
Ms. Mary Alexander
Allen Funeral Home
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy S. Alwine
American  Income Life
American Stationery Company 
Inc.

American Trust Federal Savings 
Bank

Ms. Kimberly Ankenbruck
Arnie’s Ace Hardware

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Arnold
Ms. Nell Arnold
Ms. Vickie Ash
Ms. Glayds V. Ashcraft
Mr. Steve Atelski
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry M. Ault
Ms. Alycia D. Babcock
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Bahney
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bakehorn
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Baldwin
Ballet Arts of Peru
Ms. Debbie Balsbaugh
Judge and Mrs. Dan Banina
Mr. Curtis Bankston
Banner Flowerhouse
Beauty & The Boutique
Ms. Edwina Beck
Ms. Jan Bennett and Ms. Nan 
Morris

Ms. Shelli Bergren
Ms. Mimi Berkshire
Ms. Yvonne H. Bertke
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Bessignano
Ms. Theresa Binkerd
Mr. Jack Bixby
Blair Pointe School
Bowyer Excavating Inc.
Ms. Carla Bowyer
Mr. Jerry Bradley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bridge
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Brown
Bryan Steam LLC
Bunker Hill Mini Mart
Bunker Hill South Miami Co Lions 
Club

Ms. Jane Burch
Burns Construction
Mr. Ryan Butcher
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Butt
Café du Cirque
Caldwell Monument Company
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Callane
Mr. Donald Cardone
M. Felix Cardone
Mr. and Mrs. David Carswell
CDB Screen Printing
Mr. and Mrs. Jack J. Chambers
Mr. Gregory Chandler
Mr. and Mrs. Doyle Cheatham
Ms. Susan Chilcutt
Ms. Sandra Chittum
Christensen Masonry
Christensen Properties Inc.
Mrs. Wanda Christner
Circus City Festival Inc.
Circus Hall of Fame Inc
City of Peru
City Tire of Peru Inc.
Rev. and Mrs. J. Robert Clark
Comcast Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Comerford
Mrs. Donita Conner
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy C. Conner
Ms. Jane Cook

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Cook
Mr. and Mrs. Jim O. Correll
Ms. Catherine Costello
Ms. Mary Costin
Ms. Kim Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Crabtree
Mr. William C. Crawford
Creekside Consulting
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Cress, Jr.
Mr. Lawson Cunningham
Ms. Connie Cutler
Mr. Patrick Daly
DCM Monograms
Deedsville United Methodist 
Church

Mr. Robert Deitrich
Mr. and Mrs. James Denham III
Denver Lions Club
Doane Keyes Associates Inc.
Ms. Bonnie Doran
Dorothy’s Spectique
Ms. Valerie Doud
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Douglas
Duke Energy Foundation
Ms. Anna Duncan
E & B Paving, Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Eaton
Mr. Dennis Eckerley
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Jr. Eddy
Mrs. LaVonne Eddy
Ms. Jami Edwards
Eikenberry-Eddy Funeral Service
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Embrey
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas R. Engel
Estate of Lucille Ulery
Mr. and Mrs. Harry J. Faust
Mr. and Mrs. Don Fern
Finley’s Antiques & Custom 
Framing

First Christian Church-Tri M 
Sunday 
School Class

First Christian Church
Flowers-Leedy Funeral Home
Mr. Paul Foust
Ms. Jackie Frank
Fraternal Order of Eagles
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Friend
Friermood Tires - Peru
Fulton Miami County Vet Clinic
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Fulton
G & M Promotions
Ms. Pat Gahs
Gallahan Real Estate Inc.
Ms. Cheri Gallahan
Mr. and Mrs. Lance Gallahan
Garage Door Depot
Garden Gate Greenhouse Inc.
Mr. John Gaylord
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Gaylourd
Mr. and Mrs. S.A. Getzin
Ms. Deanna Glassburn
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Godfrey
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Godfroy

Mr. and Mrs. Carthyl Goodwin
Mrs. Judith Goodwin
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Gough
Mr. and Mrs. Shawn P. Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Gregory
Mr. and Mrs. James Grund
Ms. Susan Gulley
Mr. Tom Gustin
Ms. Betsy Guthrie
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Guthrie
Guyer the Mover
Hack’s Construction & Window 
Company

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Hall
Ms. Pat Hamman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. 
Hammond

Harmon Photography Inc.
Mr. Tim Harris
Ms. Michelle Harvey
Ms. Stacey Hatfield
Mr. and Mrs. Kendel Hattery
Mrs. Sue Hattery
Mr. Nick Hautman
Ms. Rosalee Hayes
Mr. Charles Hays
Mr. William Helms
Mr. and Mrs. Loren Hendershot
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Hensell
Ms. Mary Herrell
Rev. John “Jack” E. Hess
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Hobbs
Ms. Alice Hoover
Mr. and Mrs. G.L. Hopkins
Ms. Debbie Hopper
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Horner
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Hudson
Ms. Debbie Huff
Ms. Joyce Hughes
Leon Huskey & Assn. Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Huskey
Mrs. Nancy Ilderton
It’s New To You
Mr. and Mrs. James Jackson
Ms. Joan Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Thad Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Jordan
JP McClure Enterprises LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Julian
Julmar Inc.
Kappa Kappa Kappa Inc.
Mr. James M. Keener
Ms. Doris Kehler
Mr. George Kehler
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Keith
Ms. Marjorie A. Keller
Mr. and Mrs. Tracey L. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Kerschner
Ms. Jayne Kesler
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Kesler
Ms. Barb Keyes
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Kidd
Ms. Colleen Knickerbocker

Our donors Cont.
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Kraner
The Kreole Kidd LLC
Ms. Ingrid Kuepper
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Kuhn
Mr. D. Scott Kuhner
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Kunkle
Ms. Nancy Kurtz
Ms. Kathleen Lassiter
Ms. Cheryl Lee
Dr. and Mrs. Jay V. Lewis
Mr. Larry Lewman Jr.
Col. and Mrs. Gary Lockard
Ms. Jody Long
Ms. Anne Loy
Mr. and Mrs. James Lutz
Maconaquah Middle School
Maconaquah School Corporation
MACPAC
Mad-Bro Enterprises LLC
Madison County Fire Rescue 
House Fund

Ms. Shelley Mandel
Mr. and Mrs. Hershel Manhart
Ms. Jane Mannies
Mr. Nicholas Maple
Marilyn’s Country Salon
Ms. Kim Martino
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Masters
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Maxwell
Mr. and Mrs. Steven McAuliffe
Mr. and Mrs. Neil McCreary
Mr. and Mrs. John McElheny
Mr. and Mrs. Sean McGowan
McGrawsville United Methodist 
Church

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. McKaig
McMillan Insurance & Financial 
Services

Dr. and Mrs. Andrew T. Melin
Mexico First Brethren WMS
Miami Co Thrivent Financial
Miami County Historical 
Society Inc.

Miami County Master Gardener 
Assoc.

Miami County Sheriff Department
Mr. Dan Micklos
Miller - Jess Inc.
Miller Building LLC
Mr. Lester Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Miller
Ms. Judith A. Mills
Ms. Debi Miser
Missions Committee of Friends
Church

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mohr
Ms. Jerilyn Monroe
Mr. and Mrs. Francis E. 
Montgomery

Mr. Gabe Murphy
Ms. Leslie Murphy
Mr. Matt Murphy
Mr. Trevor Murphy

Dr. and Mrs. Donald G. 
Musselman

Mr. Kenneth Nash
National City Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Noble
Norris Insurance Agency
North Miami Elementary 2nd 
Grade & Staff

North Miami Community Schools
North Miami Elementary PTO
Mr. and Mrs. Michael O’Brien
Ms. JoAnn Orr
Ms. Wanda Oswald
Ms. Lori Overman
Mr. and Mrs. John Parkman
Parkview United Methodist 
Women

Peoria Church
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Peppers
Perk Up Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Perkins
Peru Community Schools
Peru Community Softball
Organization

Peru Lions Club
Peru Public Library
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Peters
Phi Delta Kappa Fraternity
Mr. Matthew Plothow
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Plothow
Ms. Pam Poff
Mr. Patrick Polk
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Poulin
Mr. Jeffrey Price
Psi Iota Xi Sorority
Quality Plumbing & Heating
Ms. Denise Queen
R M Medical Inc.
R.C. Archdiocese of Indianapolis
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Radel
Railamerica Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. David Ramos
RCM Partners LLC
Red Dot Trophy Shop
Mrs. Louise Redmon
Mr. and Mrs. Sam C. Redmon
Regional Chiropractic Center PC
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Reich
REM Indiana for Carla Steller
REM Indiana for J.Eden 
Cornstuble

REM Indiana for Pansy P. Dewitt
Miami-Cass County REMC
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Rice
Ms. Rosemary Rice
Dr. Melody Richardson D.D.S.
Ms. Vicki Riggle
Rock Industries Inc.
Sherriff and Mrs. Ken Roland
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Rose
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Rouch
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Rusie
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Saddlemire
Saine-Summers Insurance

Ms. Roberta Sanderson
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Savage
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Schaffhausen

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Scheffer
Mr. Ryan Schmidt
Mr. Richard Schultz CPA
Mr. and Mrs. John Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Semrow
Ms. Mary Sharp
Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Shell
Mr. and Mrs. James Shewmake
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Shrock
Ms. Sherry Shrock
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sisson
Ms. Beth Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Smith
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Todd M. Smith
Ms. Tonya Smith
Snavely Flowing Well Farm
Ms. Iraleen Sonafrank
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy P. Spahr
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie Spohn
Ms. Lisa Stanfield
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Stanton
Starcom
State Farm Companies 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Stockdale
Strandz Salon
Ms. Amber Strong
Mr. and Mrs. James Struble
Ms. Suzanne M. Struble
Mr. and Mrs. William Sturch
Ms. Anne Sullivan
Ms. Mary Sullivan
Ms. Gloria Summers
Ms. Ramona Summers
Sysco Food Services of
Indianapolis, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Tidd
Tom O’Brien Chrysler Jeep Dodge
Ms. Pamela Tomson
Ms. Phyllis Torrence
Ms. Jo Ellen Touloukian
Ms. Jean P. Trapp
Treasurer Miami County
Mr. and Mrs. George Troyer
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Truax
United Way of Miami County Inc.
Mr. Robert Urbani
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Van Baalen
Vanadco Signs
Mr. Nick Vanoven
VIA Credit Union
Victoria’s Flowers & Gifts
Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Vincent
Ms. Marilyn Vining
Ms. Marilynn Wagner
Mr. Bill Wagoner
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Walker

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey L. Ward
Ms. Holly Ward
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Warner
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Watkins
Ms. Becky Waymire
Ms. Dorothy Webb
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Webster
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Weeks Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weil
West End B & K LLC
Ms. Sheryl West
Mr. Michael Wester
Col. and Mrs. Larry L. Wheeler
White House of Hair
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery White
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy White
Ms. Carol Whybrew
Wildcat Creek Golf Club
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Wilkinson
Ms. Betty Willis
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Wilson
Ms. Nicki Wilson
Mr. Arch L. Wiltshire
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Wolf
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Woodhams
Ms. Theresa Woodruff
Mr. Kyle Wurtzel
Mr. and Mrs. James Yard
Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie Yard
Mr. and Mrs. Tracy Yater
Dr. David P. Zandi
Mrs. Lorie Zandi
Mr. Keith Zimmer

our Donors Cont.



David W. Beall 
Scholarship
Mr. Samuel R. Dick

The Claude S. and 
Marie M. Berger 
Foundation
Ms. Amanda Jones
Mr. Alex Weaver

Elaine Cultice Bright 
Memorial Scholarship
Ms. Erin C. Smith

Marilyn Coppernoll 
Memorial Scholarship
Ms. Maggie E. Caldwell

James R. & Bette J. Davis 
Scholarship
Mr. Owen E. Jamison

Velma Derbyshire Art 
Scholarship
Ms. Ashlee L. Townsend

LaVonne M. Eddy 
Nursing Scholarship
Ms. April E. Million

Eugene K. and Martha 
E. Fike Memorial 
Scholarship
Ms. Erin C. Smith

Tony Hare 
Photojournalism 
Scholarship
Ms. Diana L. Brehmer

Ryan McCarthy Holmes 
Scholarship
Ms. Corinne Cutler

Randy Hughes 
Memorial Scholarship
Ms. Amanda Jones
Mr. Noah Welsh

J & J Scholarship
Ms. Ashley E. Ancil
Mr. Adam S. Betzner
Ms. Ashley K. Black
Mr. Kyle G. Burns
Ms. Maggie E. Caldwell
Mr. Adam D. Chambers
Ms. Cynthia L. Cheever
Mr. Aaron K. Garretson
Ms. Allison P. Greene
Ms. Rachel M. Hines
Ms. Amanda Jones
Mr. Cody A. Krauskopf
Ms. Cynthia Lees
Ms. Abigail L. Miller
Mr. Dean M. Ousley
Mr. Caleb J. Prater
Ms. Tiffany R. Raber
Ms. Casey E. Rich
Mr. Christopher George L. 
Smith
Ms. Kelley S. Steg

David L. Johnson 
Scholarship in 
memory of James Noble
Mr. Mathew Weaver

Robert M. Larrison - 
First Farmers Bank & 
Trust Scholarship
Mr. Aaron K. Garretson

John V. and Joyce L. 
Lewis Scholarship
Mr. Brittany L. Davis

Virginia Anne Lewis 
Memorial Scholarship
Ms. Caitlyn A. Fodge

Miami County Back 
Home Again in 
Indiana Scholarship
Mr. Steven K. Holland

Miami County 
Community 
Foundation 
Scholarship
Ms. Corinne Cutler
Ms. Amanda Jones
Mr. Austin Weaver

Miami County 
Lilly Endowment 
Community 
Scholarship
Mr. James Dolezal
Mr. Noah Welsh

Alice Moon 
Scholarship
Ms. Ashley E. Ancil
Ms. Allison E. Rice

Janice Nowling 
Memorial Scholarship
Mr. Justin S. Friend

PHS Class of 1995 
Memorial Scholarship
Ms. Ashley E. Ancil

Ashley Rusie Memorial 
Scholarship
Mr. Jeromy T. Sisk

Scholarships
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Erin Smith was awarded 
the Elaine Cultice Bright 
Memorial Scholarship 
and the Eugene K. 
and Martha E. Fike 
Memorial Scholarship. 
She currently attends 
Indiana University and 
is studying finance and 
business.

Samuel Dick received 
the David W. Beall 
Scholarship. He 
currently attends 
Purdue University 
and is an industrial 
management major.



Grants

ARTS, CULTURE

Cole Porter Birthplace Restoration Committee 1,454

Heritage Museum Foundation @ Grissom AFB 1,506

Main Street United Methodist Church 1,031

Miami County Historical Society Inc. 9,594

Ole Olsen Memorial Theatre Inc. 9,475

COMMUNITY DEVELopment

Back-Roads Dog Rescue 500

United Way of Howard County Inc. 10,000

United Way of Miami County Inc. 1,012

EDUCATIONAL

The BOOKS Program 1,271

Circus City Festival Inc. - scholarships 1,713

First Baptist Church of Peru - scholarship 502

Miami County 4H Association - scholarships 883

National PAS Organization - Schneider Award 710

Partners 4Community Growth - SOAR 3,500

Peru High School Extracurricular Fund - Tiger Pride 2,300

Peru Public Library 4,385

Peru Rotary Club - scholarships 307

Peru Wrestling - scholarships 1,300

ENVIRONMENTAL

ACRES Inc. 779

HEATLH, GENERAL

Dukes Health Care Foundation of Miami County 1,131

HUMAN SERVICE

Beta Sigma Phi Dental Clinic 500

Bona Vista Programs 500

First Baptist Church of Denver 2,751

Main Street United Methodist Church 4,210

Miami County Helping Hands Inc. 4,583

Purdue Christian Campus House 3,370

Salvation Army – Peru 11,475

RECREATION

Nickel Plate Trail Inc. 500

Miami County YMCA 22,640

ARTS, CULTURE

Cass County Arts Alliance 500

Ole Olsen Memorial Theatre, Inc. 900

COMMUNITY DEVELopment

Leadership Miami County Class 12 2,000

Miami Co. 4-H Livestock Show Assn, Inc 2,000

Miami Riders 4-H Horse & Pony Club 2,000

Peru Rotary Club 500

Twelve Mile Living Christmas Pageant 2,000

EDUCATIONAL

The BOOKS Program 450

Friends of the Walton & Tipton Twp Public Library 1,100

Ivy Tech Foundation 1,000

Partners 4Community Growth 625

HUMAN SERVICE

Beta Sigma Phi Dental Clinic 500

Birthright of Peru 1,000

Bona Vista Programs 500

Eagle’s Nest Christian Fellowship Community Center 1,000

Miami County Helping Hands, Inc. 2,000

Miami County Red Cross 1,000

Salvation Army – Peru 2,000

RECREATION

Miami County YMCA 750

Youth Development

Junior Achievement Cass County 771

Miami County P.E.E.R.S. Project 1,236
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YOUTH DEVELopment

Girl Scouts of Northern Indiana-Michiana Inc. 175

Miami County Golf Association 271

Parkview United Methodist Church 289

MCCF Grants TOTAL $104,617

REMC Grants Total $23,832



Everyone can be a Philanthropist
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Funds explained

Unrestricted Funds allow for the greatest flexibility when donating 
charitable gifts. These types of funds give local committees, comprised of community 
members, the opportunity to assess the community’s greatest needs and assist 
the community’s individual programs. Unrestricted funds allow for the Community 
Foundation’s yearly grant cycles. 

Agency Funds are for any non-profit organization or agency that wishes to 
establish endowment funds with the foundation for management and investment 
purposes. The foundation regularly distributes the annual income back to the 
organizations and agencies for operating the agencies’ programs.

Field of Interest Funds allow donors to respond to certain program areas, 
such as, youth, education, health, environment, arts and culture, etc. Grants created 
from these funds specify the field of interest but not the charitable agency.

Donor Advised Funds give the donor the advantage of assisting in charity 
selection each year and allows the donor exemption from federal restrictions placed 
on private foundations. However, the Foundation’s board of directors, makes the final 
decision for the grants in accordance with federal tax code regulations.

Designated Funds not only give donors the opportunity to support their 
favorite charity but also provide the means necessary for perpetuity. The donor simply 
selects the charity they wish to support when the fund is created.

Scholarship Funds may be established in memory of a loved one or to honor 
a friend, family member or local hero to give deserving students the education they 
might not otherwise receive.

Non-Permanent Funds are typically established at the request of a donor 
or agency to provide support for charitable projects and recipients as recommended 
by the donor. The recommendations must be advisory only, and the Community 
Foundation may reject a recommendation.



Starke County

AGENCY FUNDS 
Ancilla/SCILL Fund
Community Services of Starke 
County Fund*

Hoosier Valley Railroad Museum 
Endowment Fund

Knox Community School Corp. 
Student Scholarship/
Presentation Fund

North Judson-Wayne Twp. Public 
Library Endowment Fund

Railroad Twp./San Pierre Alumni 
Scholarship Foundation Fund

Starke County 4-H Fund
Starke County Humane Society 
Fund

Starke County Public Library 
System Endowment

Starke United Inc. Fund

DESIGNATED FUNDS 
Ancilla College Endowment Fund
Binkley-Bales-Christoph 
Endowment Fund

Carolyn J. Davis and Susan E. 
Davis Memorial Fund

Friends of Starke County
Arlene M. Hamilton Memorial 
Fund

Rebecca Sue (Keys) Jensen 
Memorial Fund

Johnathan E. Lambert Memorial 
Fund

Johnathan Edward Lambert 
Endowment Fund

Edmund Lesniewski Family Fund
Marshall-Starke Development 
Fund

Jack Lynch Family Fund
Mary E. Norem and Hattie Warnke 
Memorial Fund

North Judson Park Endowment 
Fund

North Judson United Methodist 
Church Trustees’ Building & 
Maintenance Fund

Oregon-Davis Elementary 
Academic Enhancement Fund

The Palmer Fund
Kathleen and Gerald Paras 
Family Fund

Rosa of Indiana Fund
The Shane Family Fund
SS. Cyril and Methodius Catholic 
Church Fund

Starke County Historical Society 
Inc. Endowment Fund

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS
1st Source Fund
The Hardesty Memorial 
Endowment Fund

Maudie Cole Mullins Memorial 
Fund

Nella Kersting Memorial Fund
NIPSCO Endowment Fund
Starke County Legacy of Women 
Fund

The Todd Jacob Stephenson 
Memorial Fund

FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS 
Maude Brown and Henry F. 
Schricker Endowment Fund

Richard Cassidy Community 
Philanthropic Fund

The Bruno and Dolores Seghetti 
Family Fund

NON-PERMANENT FUNDS 
Jack and Michele Cunningham 
Family Scholarship Fund

Healthy Families Program of 
Starke County Fund

HOSPICE Program of Starke Co. 
Non-Permanent Fund

Ken Lucas Memorial Scholarship
Marshall-Starke Special Olympics 
Fund

North Judson/Wayne Twp. Fire 
Department Fund

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
Catherine and Frank Alan Fund
Back Home Again in Indiana 
Scholarship

Brooklyn A. Boo Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

LaVergne M. Brown & Lois L. 
Spenner Educational 
Scholarship Fund

Helen and Ware Edgar 
Scholarship Fund

Richard H. Gumz Agricultural 
Scholarship Fund

Hamblin Scholarship in Honor of 
Eleanor G. Hamblin

Ed Hasnerl/WKVI Scholarship 
Fund

Nella Kersting Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Knox VFW Post 748 Men’s 
Auxiliary Scholarship*

Clarence Lawrence Memorial 
Fund

Runkle Family Fund*

Megan Elytha Jean Sahlhoff 
Music Scholarship

Dorothy Johnson Shei Scholarship 
Fund

Starke County Scholarship 
Foundation Fund

Starke Memorial Hospital and 
Medical Staff Health 
Occupation/Medical Education 
Scholarship Fund

Winifred J. Simpkins/Spirit of 
Nursing Scholarship Fund

Christine and David VanVactor 
Scholarship Fund

1897 Charley Vorm Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Forrest and Helen Whitson 
Scholarship Fund

Robert O. and Doris E. Winters 
Scholarship Fund

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
The Freedom Fund
Stewart Lain Memorial Fund
Ann R. Nichols Memorial Fund
Schuyler Family Endowment Fund
Starke County General 
Unrestricted Endowment

Starke County Lilly Endowment 
Scholars Fund

Starke County Operating 
Endowment Fund

Tribute Fund
Arlowa S. Vorm Memorial Fund

Fulton County

AGENCY FUNDS 
Akron Lions: Kenny Bright 
Scholarship Fund

CAMP-WE-CAN Inc. Fund
Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) of Fulton 
County Inc. Fund*

First Presbyterian Memorial 
Scholarship Trust Fund

Friends of the Fulton County 
Public Library Fund*

Fulton County 4-H Fund
Fulton County Community Host 
Fee Fund

Fulton County Habitat for 
Humanity Fund*

Fulton County Solid Waste 
Management District Fund

Hope Hospice of Fulton County 
Fund

Mt. Zion Cemetery Assn. of Fulton 
County Inc. Endowment Fund

Psi Iota Xi, Eta Mu Chapter
Rochester Kiwanis Club Agency 
Fund

United Way of Fulton County 
Inc. Fund

Woodlawn Hospital Fund

Funds
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Continued on next page

* Denotes a fund created in 2009

The Starke County Community Foundation awarded more than 
$19,000 at the 2009 Grants Luncheon. The grants came from 
the Community Foundation’s unrestricted funds, which allow 
the Foundation to help meet the greatest needs in Starke 
County. Since 1998, the Community Foundation has awarded 
more than $1.7 million to local organizations and projects that 
make a difference in Starke County. 



DESIGNATED FUNDS 
Akron United Methodist Church 
Fund

Ernest O. Baxter Fund
Beaver Dam Preschool 
Endowment Fund

Katherine J. Belcher Fund for 
the Benefit of the Fulton Co. 
Public Library

Brent L. Blacketor Memorial 
Fund for the Benefit of First 
Baptist Church*

Brent L. Blacketor Memorial 
Fund for the Benefit of 
Woodlawn Hospital*

Bridge Family Operating 
Endowment Fund

Grace United Methodist Church 
Fund

First Christian Church of 
Rochester, Local Mission Fund

Fulton County Historical Society 
Fund

Fulton County Public Library Fund
Garry Daniels-Lake Manitou 
Association Inc. Memorial Fund

Henry Township Volunteer Fire 
Dept. Endowment Fund

Mud Creek Chapel Cemetery Fund
United Ministries of Fulton 
County Fund

Helen Pike Utter Endowment for 
Pike Memorial Park Fund

Walter D. Waechter and Grace 
C. Fites Waechter and Family 
Fund

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS
The Katherine J. Belcher Fund
Joanne and JoEllen Bendall Fund
Phil Daulton Memorial Youth Fund
The First Federal Savings Bank 
Fund

Fritts Family Good Cheer Fund
The Jim and Lalla Heyde Family 
Fund

Johnson Family Fund
M.M. Fund
Sgt. Major Jeffrey A. McLochlin 
Memorial Fund

Jennifer Kingery Overmyer 
Memorial Fund to Benefit the 
Libraries of Rochester Comm. 
School Corporation

Pike Lumber Co. Inc. Fund
Rochester Community School 
Academic Fund

Rochester Telephone Company, 
Inc. Fund

John Michael Shirley Memorial 
Fund

Waggoner Fund
The Tom Wilson Memorial Fund

FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS 
Brent L. Blacketor Memorial Fund*
Richard Cassidy Community 
Philanthropic Fund

The Marian Dyer Literacy Fund
Fulton County Youth Endowment 
Fund

Good Samaritan Endowment Fund
Grass Creek Memorial Fund*
The Hoffman Fund
Nick Patterson Memorial Fund
Eric E. Smoker Memorial Fund

NON-PERMANENT FUNDS 
Lauren Abbott Memorial Fund
Akron Area Arts League Ltd. Fund
Akron Community Center Fund
Akron Community Center 
Operating and Maintenance Fund

Akron Community Relations Task 
Force Fund

Beach At Lake Manitou 
Construction & Improvement 
Fund*

Beyond the Boundaries
Brent Blacketor Memorial 
Sports Complex Fund

CAMP-WE-CAN Non-Permanent 
Fund

CharacterWorks Fund
Compassionate Health Clinic Fund
Amanda Drudge Scholarship and 
Missions Fund

Stephen Fellers Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Friends of the Liberty Township 
Park Fund

Friends of Union Township 
Non-Permanent Fund 

Fulton Community Center Inc. 
Non-Permanent Fund

Fulton County 4Community 
Higher Education Scholarship 
Fund

Fulton County 4Community Non-
Permanent Fund

Fulton County 4-H Dog Club Fund
Fulton County Fund for the Arts
Fulton County Leadership 
Academy Fund

Fulton County Master Gardeners 
Fund*

Fulton County REMC Operation 
Round-Up Trust Fund

Futon County Park and 
Recreation Department Non-
Permanent Fund

Fulton County Partners in 
Education Fund

“Fulton County Reads” Literacy 
Project

Fulton United Methodist Church 
Fund

GEFR Scholarship Fund
Jordan Horn Memorial Wrestling 
Scholarship Fund

Manitou Mountain Project Fund
MMG Scholarship Fund
Nick Patterson Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Greg Peter Memorial Fund*
Amanda Kay Ramsey Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Rochester Downtown Project 
Non-Permanent Fund

Rochester Parkside Skate Park 
Non-Permanent Fund

Bill Schroer Memorial Fund
Valley Alumni Fund
Barb Wilson Scholarship Fund
Samantha Yates Humane Shelter 
Memorial Fund

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
Akron Las Donas Marcus 
Hackworth & Scott Sechrist 
Memorial Scholarship

Elizabeth V. Babcock Scholarship 
Fund

Back Home Again in Indiana 
Scholarship

Jim Barkman Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Brent L. Blacketor Memorial 
Scholarship*

Caston High School Scholarship 
Fund

Zelma Crabill-Helen Barkman 
Wilson and Carl Wilson Memorial 
Scholarship

The W.D. Cumberland 4-H 
Scholarship Fund

Simon Deeb Scholarship Fund
Frounfelter Scholarship Fund
Melissa Hoffman Gamel 
Scholarship Fund

Jayne Ann Good Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Roy Haggerty Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Elmer Harris and Beulah P. 
Harris Scholarship Fund

Franklin and Jane Heisler 
Memorial Scholarship Fund

Patricia Kumler Hoover Nursing 
Scholarship Fund

Mark Howdeshell Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Angele J. Kochenderfer 
Memorial Scholarship Fund

Steven Bruce Mattice Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Jayson McCalla Memorial Fund
Coach John Robert McKee 
Memorial Scholarship Fund

Harold E. and Neva Funk 
Mikesell Scholarship Fund

Ginger Miller Higher Education 
Scholarship Fund

John Nelson Memorial Scholarship 
Fund

Frederick Rakestraw Law 
Scholarship Fund

Rochester Firefighters’ Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Rochester High School 
Scholarship Endowment Fund

Nelson W. Sadler Memorial Ag 
Scholarship Fund

George M. Schwenk Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Lawrence J. and Violet M. 
Seiwert Scholarship Fund

The R. Wayne Smith and Virginia 
Bryant Smith Scholarship Fund

Dr. Russell L. and Pauline 
Whittenberger Sparks Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Union Township Scholarship Fund
Howard M. Utter and Helen Pike 
Utter Scholarship Fund

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
E. Paul and Annabelle Baker and 
Harold and Mildred Turk Fund

Baxter Inc. Fund
Mabel Blacketor Memorial 
Operating Endowment* 

First Federal Savings Bank 
Unrestricted Fund

Mary and Fred Fraser Fund
Fulton County General
Unrestricted Fund

Fulton County Lilly Endowment 
Scholars Fund

Fulton County Operating 
Endowment Fund

The Eugene and Marilyn Glick 
Fund in Honor of Faye Biccard 
Glick

George and Dorothy Groenleer 
and Lyle and Doris Hillman Fund

Funds COnt.

25 * Denotes a fund created in 2009



miami County

AGENCY FUNDS 
ACRES Land Trust
Lillian Berry Fund
Circus City Festival Inc. 
Scholarship Fund

Dukes Memorial Hospital Fund
Ellen Cole Fetter Book Fund
E. Grace Fouts Fund
Philip A. Fox Fund
Girl Scouts of Northern Indiana-
Michiana Inc. Fund

Grissom Air Museum Agency Fund
Main Street Methodist Church 
Fund

The Miami County 4-H Memorial 
Scholarship

Miami County Helping Hands 
Fund

Miami County Historical Society 
Inc.

Miami County YMCA
Miami County YMCA “Partners of 
Youth” Fund

Miami County YMCA/Miller Pool
Celia Miller Mission Fund
Nickel Plate Trail Inc. 
Endowment Fund

Peru First Baptist Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Peru/Grissom Kiwanis 
Scholarship Fund

Peru Public Library Endowment 
Fund

Psi Iota Xi Endowment Fund
Moses & Caroline C. Puterbaugh 
Fund

Rotary Club of Peru Scholarship 
Fund

Ona C. Sharp Fund
John M. Switzer Fund
Robert & Lucille Ulery Memorial 
Fund*

United Way of Miami County Fund
Annalee Webb Miller Fund

DESIGNATED FUNDS 
Vilma Ault Baptist Memorial 
Endowment Fund

St. Charles Borromeo School 
Fund

Don W. Craig Memorial Golf 
Endowment Fund

Jean Fisher Endowment Fund
Grate Family Fund for Music and 
Multi-Media Ministries at Main 
Street United Methodist Church

Beulah Hoffman Fund

Marks Family Fund for the 
Miami County Historical Society

James Noble Fund
Parkview United Methodist 
Church Endowment Fund in 
Memory of Kelly Ann Edwards

Purdue Christian Campus 
Founders Fund

Perry M. Schneider Memorial 
Award

Chris and Beth Smith Fund

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS
Boomerang Sisterhood Fund
Paul D. “Pat” Malaska Memorial 
Fund

Miami-Cass County REMC Fund

FIELD OF INTEREST Funds
Richard Cassidy Community 
Philanthropic Fund

Rex E. Mays Memorial Fund*

NON-PERMANENT FUNDS
Angels of Hope Fund
Lillian Berry Non-Permanent 
Fund

BOOKS Offer Our Kids Success 
(BOOKS) Fund

Elaine Cultice Bright Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Children’s Theatre Workshop 
Non-Permanent Fund*

The Community Artists Co-Op 
Non-Permanent Fund*

Community of Character Fund
Carol Conrad Memorial Fund*
Velma Derbyshire Art 
Scholarship Fund

The Downtown Christmas 
Decorating Fund

Extending God’s Grace in Miami 
County Fund

Ryan McCarthy Holmes 
Scholarship Fund

J & J Scholarship Fund
Robert Larrison Memorial Golf 
Outing Fund*

John V. and Joyce L. Lewis 
Scholarship Fund

Virginia Anne Lewis Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Maconaquah Youth Football Fund
Joseph and Ruth Mauck 
Scholarship Fund

The Class of 1964 John 
McElheny Memorial Scholarship*

Miami-Cass County REMC
Operation Round-Up Trust Fund

Miami County 2-1-1 Service 
Non-Permanent Fund

Miami County Animal Shelter 
Fund

Miami County Animals and the 
Environment Fund

Miami County Arts and Culture 
Fund

Miami County Arts Council Fund
Miami County Community 
Development Fund

Miami County Helping Hands 
Non-Permanent Fund

Miami County Human Services 
Fund

Miami County Peers Project 
Non-Permanent Fund

Miami County Recreation Fund
Miami County YMCA Jason 
Hawkins/Jeff Poff Scholarship 
Fund

Miami County YMCA
Non-Permanent Fund

Miami County Youth and 
Education Fund

Miami County Youth Leadership 
Summit Non-Permanent Fund* 

MiamisFort Fund
Frank L. Morris Athletic 
Scholarship Fund*

Partners 4Community Growth-
Project SOAR

Peru Park & Recreation Board 
Non-Permanent Fund*

Peru Public Library Non-
Permanent Fund

Peru Wrestling Scholarship Fund
PHS Class of 1995 Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

PHS Music Alumni/Tom Gustin 
Scholarship Fund

The Cole Porter Birthplace Fund
Moses & Caroline C. Puterbaugh 
Fund

Ashley Rusie Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

S.A.M.-Swing Against Melanoma 
Non-Permanent Fund*

Tiger Cub Football League Fund

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
Back Home Again in Indiana 
Scholarship

David W. Beall Scholarship Fund
The Claude S. and Marie M. 
Berger Foundation

Marilyn Coppernoll Memorial 
Scholarship

James R. and Bette J. Davis 
Scholarship Fund

LaVonne M. Eddy Nursing 
Scholarship Fund

Eugene K. and Martha E. Fike 
Memorial Scholarship Fund

Tony Hare Photojournalism 
Scholarship Fund

Ryan McCarthy Holmes 
Scholarship Fund

The Hoppes Memorial Fund
Randy Hughes Memorial 
Scholarship

J & J Scholarship Fund
David L. Johnson Scholarship in 
Memory of James Noble

Robert M. Larrison-First Farmers 
Bank & Trust Scholarship Fund

Miami County Historical Society 
Richardson Scholarship Fund

Alice Moon Scholarship Fund 
Janice Nowling Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Tiger Pride Scholarship Fund

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
Bob Clary Unrestricted 
Endowment Fund

Donald W. Ferrara Fund
Jane and Bob Haskett 
Unrestricted Fund

Miami County General 
Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Miami County Lilly Endowment 
Scholars Fund

Miami County Operating 
Endowment Fund

Miami County Services 
Committee Endowment Fund

John Nixon Unrestricted Fund

Funds COnt.
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The Northern Indiana Community Foundation would like to celebrate those individuals 
who have made the decision to fulfill their charitable wishes through estate planning.  
The SEEDS FOR TOMORROW program recognizes our donors who have notified us they are 
planning in advance for gifts to the Community Foundation that will provide significant 
benefits to our community in the future. These gifts may take the form of bequests, 
charitable trusts, charitable gift annuities, life insurance policies or one of the other 
types of charitable planned gifts.

The SEEDS FOR TOMORROW program provides a way for the Community Foundation to 
recognize and thank these individuals now for the future impact of their generous gift.

seeds for tomorrow

improving your community’s future Now

FULTON COUNTY
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Drudge
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Eller 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Groenleer
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Grossnickle 
Mr. Randy Holloway  
Mr. Michael Kenny & Mrs. Tonia Weller
Mrs. Violet Seiwert  
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Smoker 
Mrs. Laura Snipes

MIAMI COUNTY
Mr. and Mrs. James Berkshire
Mr. and Mrs. John Schwartz

STARKE COUNTY
Mr. James Hardesty
Ms. Abigail Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. Mathew Swanson
Mr. Fred Vorm
Mrs. Doris Winters

Current seeds for tomorrow Donors:
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The Mabel Blacketor Memorial Operating Fund was established in 2009 by the Mabel 
Blacketor Estate to provide operating support for the Fulton County Community Foundation, 
a fund affiliate of the Northern Indiana Community Foundation Inc. 

Mrs. Blacketor had a long history of giving even before she passed away at the age of 93 on 
Jan. 24, 2009. After the tragic death of her son Brent Blacketor in 1959, she was inspired to give 
graciously to the community in his memory. Some of these gifts included: 25 acres of land to 
establish the Brent Blacketor Memorial Sports Complex and land for the expansion of the Mill Creek 

Golf Course (the entrance was named after her son). She also donated to 
the Fulton County 4-H Fund, made various donations to the First Baptist 
Church and contributed numerous other gifts to her community. 

She was a member of the Woodlawn Hospital Board of Trustees for 12 
years and served 8 years on the Fulton County Community Foundation 
committee. 

She loved children, she loved her community, and she continues to 
make a difference through her generous gift.

“It takes a noble man to 
plant a seed for a tree 
that will some day give 
shade to people he may 
never meet.”

-David trueblood

Mabel Blacketor
Cultivating the future for others



CURRENT ASSETS in dollars
Cash and cash equivalents..............................
Interest and dividends receivable.....................
Prepaid expenses.........................................
Beneficial interest in charitable remainder trust.....
Investment - charitable remainder trust............... 
Investments..............................................
Property and equipment, net..........................
                
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS in dollars
LIABILITIES
     Accounts payable and accrued expenses.........
     Grants payable.......................................
     Charitable remainder trust liability...............
     Agency funds..........................................
Total liabilities

NET ASSETS
     Unrestricted...........................................
     Temporarily restriced................................
     Permanently restricted..............................

2009

$558,183
2,186
2,795

119,525
106,210

17,446,767
          4,873
$18,240,539

$2,325
202,865
106,210

    2,020,690
$2,332,090

 
$ 5,684,716

887,560
    9,336,173
$15,908,449
$18,240,539

2008

$744,284 
20,393
2,386

116,493
127,214

12,891,858 
          8,342
$13,910,970

$2,699
200,622
127,214 

  $1,309,369
$1,639,904                                                       

$3,572,227
8,698,839

           -         
$12,271,066
$13,910,970 

2009 and 2008 Statements 
of Financial Position

2009 NICF 
Board of directors
(Front Row) Joe Hunting: Fulton County
Susie Perkins: Miami County, President 
Brad Lawrence: Starke County, Vice President
Ron Douglas: Miami County, Treasurer
Larry Cunningham: Fulton County, Secretary

(Back Row) Pat Mitchell: Starke County 
Max Hattery: Miami County 
Nancy Day: Fulton County
Jim Yates: Miami County
Gene Ladd: Starke County
LeRoy Gudeman: Starke County 

Not Pictured
Jay Albright: Fulton County 
Leon Huskey: Miami County 
Alan Terrell: Fulton County 
Fred Vorm: Starke County 
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Northern Indiana
Community
Foundation
starke  fulton  miami

Total Asset Growth

2009 Grants and Scholarships

0

$5,000,000

$10,000,000

$15,000,000

$20,000,000
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4%	  

6%	  
0%	   5%	  

6%	  
2%	  

1%	  

66%	  

10%	  

Total	  $1,762,968	  
Arts/Culture	   Educa6on	  

Environment	   Health/General	  

Human	  Services	   Recrea6on	  

Youth	  Development	   Community	  Development	  

Scholarships	  

2009 NICF STAFF
Tami Murphy
Administrative Assistant

Corinne Becknell-Lucas
Program/Scholarship Coordinator

Terri Johnson
Executive Director

Mary Alexander
Miami County Director of Develoment

Brian Johnson
Fulton County Director of Development

(Not pictured) Jane Hamblin
Starke County Director of Development
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